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AH E following Meoirs were 


teſt they treat of was ended. 


They were deſigned, partly by way of 
repriſal upon the conquerors, who had 
ſhewn an intemperance in their rejoic= 
ings, which was thought to border 

upon inſult; and partly to amuſe and 

| divert the conquered, by retorting 3 
little mirth and pleaſantry upon their 
adverſaries. Some copies, accordingly, 
_ were diſtributed amongſt individuals, but 


” without any determined purpoſe to pub- 


liſh them: and if ſuch purpoſe was ever 
in deliberation at all, it was yl ſoon 


3 WT. * 


drawn up, as ſoon as the con- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


laid aſide; and they were left to er 
ſilently into that non- entity, from which 


indeed they had ſcarcely emerged. 


Unluckily, however, they have be- 
come an object of attention to the pub- 


lic: many have enquired with eagerneſs 
after them; and ſome have affected to 
ſpeak of them, even ſeriouſly. Hence 
it was deemed neceſſary to ſend them 
forth at large; leſt, from not being 
ſufficiently known, they ſhould paſs for 
| ſomething, which they are not; ſhould, 
perhaps, be imagined to breath a ſpirit 
unrelenting and vindictive, while they 
are really little more than a jeu d' efprit : 'Y 
a mere ſally and ſport of. wit, rather 
calculated to make ridiculous Election- 
eering in general, than to ſerve the pur. 
pole of any particular Electors. 


Yet the compiler will not deny, that, 


in che moſt of Nis mirth, he had a ſe- 


1 5 8 | ia rious 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


rious point or two in view. One was, 
to aſcertain with more preciſion and 
accuracy, than could be done in the 
tumult of a conteſt, the views and mo- 
tives of the Candidate, whoſe cauſe he 
had eſpouſed; to ſet forth the reaſon- 
ableneſs, and ſhew the conſiſtency, of 
them: which was the more neceſſary, 
as they had been either miſrepreſented 
or miſunderſtood by thoſe who oppoſed 
him.— Another, to diſcredit and explode 


3 certain doctrines and opinions, which ” 


are abſurd i in themſelves, and pernicious 


oo. ſociety ; ; ſuch as hereditary right, 


paſſive obedience, non-refiſtance, and . 


all thoſe flaviſh anti-revolutional no- 
5 tions, which have uſually been aſcribed 
to the advocates of Old Intereſt : for, 
though. no party-man at all himſelf, 


nor even thought ſuch by thoſe who 


know him, he is certainly a friend to 
a liberty civil and religious, and averſe 
to all opinions and practices, which have 

1» 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


the leaſt tendency to encroach | upon 
either. 


It hath indeed been affirmed, that this 
repreſentation of Ola Intereſt i is found- 
ed altogether upon ignorance and miſ- 
conception ; that all thoſe High-Church 
Jacobitical principles, for which their 
| forefathers were famous, have been diſ- 
carded long ago; and that the ſole 
| ground of their preſent conteſt with 
the Whiggs is, to hinder the Houſe 
of Rutland from gaining an aſcendancy, 
and erecting as it were an empire, over 
5 the County. And this is really ſo, 
and no pretext or cover, he willingly 
applauds the principle, and the perſons f 
too, how miſtaken ſoever they may be 
in the application of it. But can any 
man in his wits be perſuaded ſeriouſly, 
that the Whiggs have been at ſo much 
expence and trouble in oppoſing the 


Tories, merely to raiſe one common 


9. 


* . - i Maſter, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Maſter, Lord, or Deſpot, whoſe will 
might be a rule of acting to them both? 
Were this their object, they muſt be 
very ſtrange Whiggs indeed ; the fun- 
damental principle of true, genuine, 
unadulterated Whiggiſm being the pre- 


ſervation of their natural rights and 
privileges to all men. 


: The Compiler of theſe 1 hath | 
no particular connection with the Houſe. 
of Rutland, and is not conſcious of 


b being influenced by any other motives, 


than thoſe of reaſon and equity; yet | 1 
> declares, that he can ſee no impropriety, 


no inconſiſtency with the freedom of 
election, in accepting the intereſt of that, 
as well as of any other, Houſe ; or even 
an chooſing a Repreſentative | from ie, 
were occaſion to offer, as is done from 
noble Houſes in many other counties, 
without delgn « or ſuſpicion. of chooſing 


ane Y 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


deſpots, or endangering i in the leaſt the 
_— of ſuch counties, 


That the 834 of Old Intereſt do not 


| hold the abſurdities of ancient Tory- 
iſm, he knows to be true of ſome ; and 
one may wonder that it is not true 
of all, who have the ſmalleſt portion of 
ſound underſtanding. He knows many 


men of ſenſe and worth in that intereſt, 


of whom he can fay as ſincerely as he 
can of himſelf, that they are not at- 
tached to party-notions of any kind; 
that they conſider real party-men as little 
better than fanatical zealots, exerting | 
violent paſſions in favour of fooliſh 
prejudices ; that they diſclaim the cha 
racteriſtics of all parties, as what may 
make a reaſonable man aſhamed of any; 
and that, if like himſelf they were 
drawn to act in the late conteſt, it was 
by private and perſonal attachments, not 
* a OW" of youu” moſt _— : 


| Upon , 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Upon the whole, as the Compiley 
had much rather be eſteemed an honeſt 
and humane man, than either a wit or a 


ſcholar, he wiſhes to be believed when 


he declares, that he hath a perfect good- 


will and kindneſs towards all men; that 
nothing merely notional, no difference 
of opinion in either politics or religion, 
can deſtroy one grain of his affectionate 
regard for the well-meaning of all per- 
ſuaſions and parties; that, how ready 
ſoever he may be to ridicule the abſurd, 
and chaſtiſe the inſolent, he is equally 
ready to ſerve all men Whatever; and 
that he would deem it a ſeverer re- 


proach, than the petulant tongue of 
Slander hath ever caſt upon him, if 


he could juſtly be charged with neglect- 


ing this ſervice, when it Was in his 
. to i it. 1 80 


| No little "YI therefore. of ridicule 
or fatire, which may occur in theſe 
wes 2; Memoirs, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

'MEmMoiRrs, ſhould be interpreted too li- 
terally, or too ſeriouſly : the Compiler 
would be ſorry to give pain to any re- 


ſpectable worthy man; being able to ſay, 
as cordially as the Poet, 


1 Curſt be the Une, how well ſoc'er it flow, 
That tends to make one worthy man my foe,” 


| Leiceſter, = 
December, 1775. 


| | Ennara IN MEMOIRS. 
Page 15, line 16, for fill, read again, 
TE on. "eh for fo, read $4 


PREFACE. 


T HILE ftreamers of White and Blue are dif- 
played in almoſt every village, and the friends 

of Old Intereſt roaring out joy, to the un- 
utterable confuſion, grief, and deſpair, of their adver- 

1 faries, it might ſeem . an omiſſ on ſomewhat ſi neular, if 15 
the Preſs, which hath been attive during the war, did 
not (as is fitting ) contribute to the Triumph. De Tri- 
umph will ſurely be more compleat, and (what is of = 

prime conſideration) more durable too; the productions 
- of the Preſs being in their nature more laſting and of 
ſtronger impreſſion, than acc lamations or even Arreamers. 
mitb a view to this hath been made the following 
colleftion of preces, which have from time to time come 
forth in the Public Prints : and theſe are digeſted, con- ; 
nelled, and remarked upon in ſuch a manner, as may 
: poſſibly give an amuſing image of this memorable conteſt, 
even when the prejudices and paſſions, which have tepe : 
it up fo briſtly, Hell: have fuſs ded and died away. 


Mean 


% 


17 PREFACE, 


Mean while, the candid reader muſt be put upon 
bis guard, not to conclude from the title, which for 
great and weighty reaſpns I have prefixed to this work, 
that there is the leaſt intent to launch out and riot in 
the uſual noiſy inſolence and licentiouſneſs of victory: . 


; for J could never reflect without aſtoniſhment, how the 


| Romans, after they became civilixed, could retain ſo 
 barbarous an institution, as that of triumphing in 
form over the Kings and Nations they had conquered. : 


Was it not enough for a Monarch to be dethroned, but ; 


be muft be publicly led in chains at the wheels of the 
congueror's car? Cannot a People be unfortunate, but . 


: they muſt likewiſe be inſulted, becauſe they are fo? 


Wi th regard to the poor ſu fferers, now under 8 
ration, I have been too much an ege-witneſs of their 


_ diftreſſes and miſeries, to tale any advantages, which 


Vigory may have furniſhed againſt them. I am of a 


ſympathiſing nature; have felt indeed ſincerely with 


them : and, though by good fortune of the wining fide, 
am n fully ent! Hed ! to uſe the Poet s , 


. -Quzque pe miſerrima vidi, 
Et GER! pars _ ful——, 


Hany 17 . 
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7 HE N the - Writs, upon the en of 
the late Parliament, were iſſued for the 


cloths of a new one, Mr, Winſtanley, the very 
' worthy High-Sheriff of this county, fixed upon a 
day in October, for the nomination of fit perſons to 
repreſent it in Parliament. The Hon. Mr. Noel and 
Sir John Palmer were nominated that day, and after- 
wards elected the 20th of that month: nor did any 
thing particular happen, except that, on the day of 
nomination, Mr. Pochin acquainted the Aſſembly, that 
though he choſe to decline offering himſelf for the 
| << preſent, becauſe he was unwilling to diſturb the 
| peace of the county, yet he meant to do himſelf 
that honor upon any future vacancy, and ſhould 
then be happy to be favored with their approba- 
tion.“ The Hon. Mr. Booth Grey had ſpoke to 
the ſame import before him, and concluded with his 
_ 46. wiſhes, that Mr. Pochin —_ then be * 
«« of.“ 92 
But, alas! this * Vacancy was Almoſt preſent ; 5 
Lord Wentworth was in the laſt ſtage of a general 
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decay: on which account the lovers of Peace were 
ready to regret, that the intentions of Mr. Pochin 
were not then taken into conſideration; and the af- 


fair compromiſed and ſettled in ſuch a manner, as to 


leave no room for breach of harmony or conteft 
5 hereafter. Whether or no this could have been eſ- 


feed, is not eaſy to determine: however Lord 


Wentworth died, as every body believed he would, 


in a very ſhort time; Mr. Noel aſcended to the 


Upper Houſe ; and the Sheriff fixed upon the 15th 
of November for a freſh nomination. Mr. Pochin 


and Mr. Hungerford offered themſelves as candi- 


dates: and, the pretenſions of theſe gentlemen not 
admitting of any compromiſe, a canvaſs was inſtant- 


ly begun; printed papers every where diſperſed ; 


and the ufual fpirit of contention raiſed and propa- == 
gated by the leaders on both ſides. 


But to go a little back, and to mention a proce 


dure, which gave riſe to moſt heavy and piteous 
complainings, we muſt obſerve, that Mr. Pochin 


had, before the day of nomination, r hand- | 
: bill | in 1 the going, terms: * 


7 « To "ee Gentlemen; W "ey Freeholders of 


bv: the art of Leiceſter, 7 


0 © GENTLEMEN, = E 
cc. - THE death of the late Lord 8 Wint- 


worth having occaſioned a vacancy for this county 
| 6 in P arliament, I hope you will excuſe the liberty 
J take of informing you of my intentions to offer 

5 "wy ſervices, when a public meeting ſhall be call- 


IQ | 75 ** cd, 


ce ed; and T ſhall conſider myſelf honored by your 
e attendance and approbation, I am, Gentle- 
"999 men, Se. ID 


0 Barkly, | | m ” 
© New 4 54 We. POCHIN- 


85 To which Mr. Hungerford replied, as follows, in 
the Leiceſter- Journal of November the 12th, where- 
in alſo Mr, Fochin 8 * was again made more 
a. N 


« Mr. Hungerford's. beſt nn to the 
Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the 
< county of Leiceſter. He is very ſorry, that any 


 * one ſhould addreſs them i in ſo unconſtitutional RS. 


„ manner, as has been lately practiſed; becauſe he 
c always underſtood it to be an invariable rule, that 
every gentleman, who has an inclination to offer 
c himſelf a candidate for Parliament, ſhould net can- 

„ vaſs ſooner than the day; appointed by the Sheriff for 

„the nomination. But, as that honorable and lauda- 
« Ile cuſtom is already violated, Mr. Hungerford is 
under a neceſſity of informing his friends, that he 

„ intends taking the ſenſe of the Meeting at Leiceſter, 
e adyertiſed by the Sheriff for the 1 5th inſtant; when 
he begs the favor of their early attendance. 

« Dingley- Hall, 

« | Nov. TH 1774.0 


Me. Pachin, to EY any . «oh 
might be made to his diſadvantage, by a charge of 
having acted unconſtitutionalhy, iſſued forth the ſame 

B * e day 
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day a printed paper; in which he declared, that . it 
« would give him the greateſt concern, if the having 
& addreſſed the Freeholders in an unconſtitutional 
manner could be trulyimputed to him: but humbly 
ſubmitted, that his having publicly informed them 
of his intention to offer himſelf, was not only far 
from being unconflitutional, but at leaſt proper, if 
| © not neceſſary, as it ama time for the offer to 
be conſfidered.” 
Mr. Hungerford returned to the charge, but drop- 
ped the term unconſtitutional, which was very well: 
and if he had dropped the charge too, it would have 
been better. True it is, that Mr. Pochin did apply, 
| before the day of nomination : he did it openly, and 
therefore (as muſt be preſumed) in his own opinion 
| rightly; without the leaft ſuſpicion of having acted 
| even irregularly, much leſs uncon/litutionally. But it 
is as true, on the other hand, that theſe his applica- 
tions were many of them rejected: and the reaſon 
given for rejecting them was, that the parties applied 
to were pre-engaged to Mr. Hungerford. — This, me- 
thinks, was a very forced and awkward manceuvre at 
the firſt ſetting out: but it was the manceuvre of the 
True Old Intereſt, whoſe partiſans will not be found : 
| gifted with any particular dexterity of addreſs. 


£c 


cc 


As ſoon as the candidates were nominated, the "= 


arts of electioneering were immediately put in prac- 
tice; and among the reſt thoſe of diſperſing print- _ 
ed papers, and publiſhing advertiſements - in the 
County Journal. I ſhall inſert, as I go along, the 
principal pieces ; by which I mean ſuch, as ſeem ne- 
deſſary to give a view of the election in general: 
"$4616 | _ omitting 
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omitting thoſe, which are rather of a detached and epi- 
ſodical kind, than eſſentially connected with the main 
action itſelf. The following are all addreſſed to the 
Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders, of the county 

of Leiceſter ; and will be intelligible upon ſight. 


4 GENTLEMEN, 
« UPON the general and independent intereſt 
of this county, I beg leave to offer you my ſer- 
<< vices upon the wrofbnt vacancy, As I am uninflu- 
* enced and unconnected with any particular party 
or ſet of men, I flatter myſelf I ſhall merit your 
« countenance and ſupport; and ſhould I be ſo 
happy as to ſucceed, I ſhall be always attentive 
< to the intereſt of my country in general, and of 
oy this county; in | patticulec, 5 


40 


166 
e 1 wi . Gentlemen, S. 


8 Nev. 15 177% „ We. POCHIN, * 


« GENTLEMEN, | i 


« I Return you my moſt lincere thanks for your 
« very numerous and reſpectable appearance this day 
in my favor, at the General Meeting, upon my 
* being nominated as a proper perſon to repreſent 
« you in the enſuing Parliament. I beg leave to 

I ſolicit the continuance of your ſupport on the day 
d of election; and ſhould ] be ſo happy to ſucceed, 


you may depend upon my utmoſt endeavors to 


"mn maintain the TO, old, independent intereſt of this 


B 3 - N _ . 
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* liament, permit me to return my moſt grateful 
cc 


„. 


9: day publicly made of preſerving my independency ; 3 
and if I am honored by your choice, my utmoſt 
endeavours ſhall be exerted in ſupport of the true 

| intereſt, (whether old or new) of the kingdom 1 in 


1 


46 


cc 
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county in particular, and the conſtitution og my 


country in general, * 

«© I might have applied to you ſooner, but I thought 
that any application previous to the General Meet- 
ing, would be as preſumptuous in itſelf, as con- 
trary to the immemorial cuſtom of this county; 
and I truſt that theſe ſcruples, which have been 


entirely overlooked by my opponent, will not in- | 
jure me in your opinion. 


« 1 have the honor to be, Gentlemen, &e. 
1 JOHN PEACH HUNGERFORD. * 


4e Leicefter, de 
Rove Nov. 15, 1774» 5 


2 Suns; 


, ; HAVING had the honor of being this dos, We 
Ws. very reſpectable and numerous meeting, nominated 
cc | 


as a proper perſon to repreſent this county in Par- 


thanks, and to ſolicit your Tupport on the ay of 
election. | | 


I will ſtrictly PER to the declaration I this 


cc 


1 1 eier, | | 


general, and this county in particular. 


66; Lam, Gentlemen, Ee. 


Nev. 8 77. WE” Wn, roch. * | 
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4 GENTLEMEN, 


5 THE appearance of Freeholders this day at the . 
* Caſtle, in purſuance of a ſummons from the High 
4 Sheriff, to conſider of a proper perſon to repre- 
« ſent them in Parliament, affords me the greateſt 
& fatisfattion. I am now convinced that neither the 
© moſt conſummate artifice, nor the haſty and very 
% unwatrantable application of my opponent, can 


„ 


<« injure the independent cauſe J have the honor to 


« eſpouſe, nor warp the integrity of thoſe people, 


© whom it is my ambition to reckon Rp oal the : | 


„ number of my friends. 


Whatever may be my fate on the day of tris), 3 
when your free ſuffrages are to operate, and from 
which I have every reaſon to expect the fulleſt 
4 ſueceſs; be aſſured I ſhall at no time, nor in any 
4 degree, render myſelf unworthy of that confi- 
8c dence you are diſpoſed to place in me, and which 
eit is not only my boaſt to have, but will be my 
pride to deſerve. Unawed by fear, uninfluenced 
* by faction, and much ſuperior to any indirect illi- 
6 beral means, I offer myſelf as an independent man 
to your choice: and ſhould my honeſt endeavors, 
44 to avail myſelf of your good opinion, in the end 
<* be crowned with ſucceſs, it ſhall be the great and 
* firſt object of my future conduct, to expreſs the 


“ juſt ſenſe I have of the obligation you lay me un- 


« der, to ſerve my country with that fidelity you 
have a right to expect, and at all times to pay a 
. ; Bs %%% ſtrict 


r ͤ rr prin nas — 
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« fri regard to the intereſt of the county of Lei- 
. ceſter. 


«© Din gley- Hall, on I am, Gentlemen, We, 
ce Nov. 15 . ce J. P. HUNGERFORD.” 


„ GENTLEMEN, 
<« I Hope you will permit me as a plain honeſt 
man, to addreſs a few words to you, in anſwer to N 
A very n advertiſement of my oppo- | 
nent. 

I ſtand charged with Wa kde aſe of a ang 
«conſummate artifice, and very haſly and unwarranta- 

& ble application to you. With regard to the former 

part of the charge, I was willing to ſound the 
ſentiments of ſome particular gentlemen, upon 
d the thoughts I had entertained of offering my ſer- 

« vices to the county, I meant no artifice in this 


friends, if they can acquit their conſciences in 
the part they are ſo warmly taking, after the an- 
* ſwers ſent to my application, which he is pleaſed 
to ſay was made with that moft conſummate artifice. 
As to the latter part of the charge, allow me to 
e aſk, how my application before the day of nomi- 
nation (which I conclude is what he means, when 
he ſtyles it unwarrantable) can deſerve that epithet ? 
Did I not at the general nomination, on the diſſo- 
e jution of Parliament, declare my intentions of 
£ offering af 81 at a future vacancy ? Am I then 


« culpable f 


application: let my opponent aſk ſome of his 


«c 


£6 
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culpable in taking the earlieſt opportunity of de- 
firing the honor of your ſupport? ; 
He boaſts of being uninfluenced by faction. Your 
own judgment, Gentlemen, muſt decide upon 


this point, whether I, who was nominated upon 


the general intereſt of the county, or my worthy 
opponent, who was expreſsly propoſed upon the 
old intereſt, ſtand the * from party preju- 
dice. | 


From the very great encouragement T have met 


with on my canvaſs, I am convinced that the 
minds of my friends are ſuperior to ſuch illiberal 


invectives. Should your zealous endeavors in my 
* ſupport be crowned with ſucceſs, be aſſured, you 
“ ſhall never have reaſon to reproach me with being ö 
* the tool of any party or ſet of men whatever, or 
that I will ever ſwerve from that Py | 

"N which I have wag oo 


28 Barkly, j 105 I am, Gentlemen, Ge. 


New. 254 11h + We, POCHIN.” 


«6  GenTLEMEN, 


« AS Mr, Hungerford is now upon n his 83 of . 


the county, it cannot be expected that he ſnould 
have ſpare time to anſwer any very ertraordi- 


* nary advertiſement of his opponent, Give me 
leave then as a Freeholder, and one who has a 
right to deliver his ſentiments on this occaſion, to 


_ endeavor an anſwer for him. But how muſt I 


. addreſs myſelf to you ?—Why Mr, Pochin has 


66 very 
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very modeſtly ſhewed me a preface, and I ſuppoſe 
«© jt will be no impeachment of oP underſtanding to 


* follow fo great an example. 
1 hope you will permit me as a very plain 


60 man, [my honeſty. I leave to be ſettled by my 


c 


* 


neighbours] to anſwer a very extraordinary ad- 
„ vertiſement of Mr, Pochin 's. 

He tells us, he ſtands charged with having 
made uſe of a moſt conſummate artifice, and a very 5 
ally and unwarrantable application. 
In regard to the former part of the charge, 


4 


* 


< he ſeems to ſtand clear; for the artifice was con- 


e ſummate only in its abſurdity, and the argument 
©. was covered with ſo thin a cobweb, _ 


was blown away by the breath of every reader, — 
Was not the ſounding of the ſentiments of par- 


V4 ticular gentlemen, an avowed eſpouſal of a par- 
0 


- 


ticular party? And could it be deemed a nomi- 


nation of a general intereſt when Mr, Pochin 


had divided that intereſt by being nominated by 


„ particular (et of partizans? a ſet of men, who 
had long ſerved under the banners of the Go- 


* vernor of Belvoir- caſtle; and towards which place 


Mr. Pochin had long caſt his eyes, as to that hill : 

| ** from whence he was to derive the chief arm of 
„ his aſſiſtance and ſupport, and which he is now 
actually availing himſelf of, however anxious he 
(5: _ be of concealing it, * 


4 Thoſe friends of Mr. Hungerford, who had 


2 66 eyes to perceive the ſnare that was laid for them, 
had ſenſe enough to make an honorable retreat; 


6 and cannot furely be charged with any breach of * 
« friendBip 
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& friendſhip for having avoided a ſtumbling- block 
« laid in their way with ſuch conſummate artiſice. 
« I do moſt fincerely wiſh that ſome of Mr. Po- 
ec chiu's friends, who are yet wilfully blind, and yet 
«© willing to be deceiv d, would reflect, how they can 
<« juſtify themſelves, when their conduct will long 
© remain under the expoſure of a general diſappro- 
i bation ; after the heats and animoſities, occaſioned 
e by this election, ſhall be long buried in ſilence and 
b oblivion.— Mr. Pochin ſays, Mr. Hungerford 
charges him with being hafly and unwarrantablꝰ 
in his application. Who can entertain the leaſt 
doubt about it, when he is informed that the 
„ Sheriff appointed his meeting on the 15th day 
of November, and Mr, Pochin's letters had been 
* diſtributed about the county on the ſixth ? His pro- 


© cedure was ſurely _— the Sheriff 8 5 5 


at defiance. 


A Hungerſerd i is very ry 80 by this SE 
« time, that there is not a Freeholder in the county, 
where he has made his perſonal application, but 
is of his opinion, that he ſtands clear of the two | 


60 n 2 of litberality, and Invuective. 3 | 
« A FREEHOLDER.” 


Theo davor. of this Freebalderto anfwer Mr. Pocbin' s 


| advertiſement were publiſhed in the Leiceſter- Jour- 


nal of December the 3d, and Mr. Hungerford might 


probably applaud them: for my own part, I think : 


an advocate of this ſtamp ſufficient to ruin any cauſe 
upon earth. Only obſerve him, I beſeech you. Mr. 

| Puchin had been charged by Mr. Hungerford with 

9 . RE 95 
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having © uſed a moſt conſummate artifice, as well as 
« avery haſty and unwarrantable application.” Now, 
what ſays this matchleſs vindicator of Mr. Funger- 
| ford in ſupport of the charge? Why, he ſays, that 
| | in regard to the former part of it, Mr. Pochin 
My ; „ ſeems to ſtand clear: for the artifice was conſum- 
| 
| 


12 


„ mate only in its abſurdity, and the argument co- 
& yered with ſo thin a cobweb, that it was blown 


( _ nn away by the breath of every reader,” Indeed ? 
l | 3 | what then is become of poor Mr. Hungerford, who had 
Pl | 1 brought this charge? he of courſe muſt be given up, 
1 | | 8 _ ſtanding fairly convicted, by this his notable ad- 
4 | EE vocate, of having been a falſe accuſer : for an artifice, 


ice at all. is 
_ © © how was this e if it muſt be an whe; MY 
ſo very abſurd, that every reader could ſee through 
it at once? Becauſe, while Mr. Pochin affected a ge- 
neral intereſt, he ſounded the ſentiments of particular 
gentlemen, and was nominated by a particular party: 
s a a ſet of men, who had long ſerved under the ban- 
ners of Belvoir-eaſtle,“ &c,—We ſhall hear more 
about Belvoir-caſtle, and of banners too, by and by: 
let us confine ourſelves for the preſent to the point 
before us. If Mr. Pochin was to be nominated at 
all, he muſt be nominated by ſomebody; and this : 
ſomebody would probably be reckoned of one of 
the parties. No, would the True Old Intereſt 
reply : if he had been nominated by us, he would 


Me are of no party: We are the ſtanding, eſtabliſhed, 
authorized Interę ft 1 in Ns” county; the precious de- 


uy 


conſummate only i in its abſurdity, "4 in . no a fi- = 


not. have been nominated by any particular party, 
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poſitory, in which all its ſacred rights and privileges 

are preſerved: and none are party-men, but they 
who diſſent from, or affect to act independently of, 
U. So that, it ſeems; Mr. Pochin, to have avoided 
the imputation of this abſurd artifice, ſhould have 
been nominated by the True Old . and by it 

only, excluſively of any other. 

Ie goes on: © The friends of Mr. Hungerford, 
| © who had eyes to perceive the ſnare that was laid 
„ for them,” &,—— What does the man mean? 

Lately, when it was a cobweb, every reader could 


blow it away: now it is become a ſnare, ſome of: - 


Mr. Hungerford's friends were ſo blind, that they 
could not perceive It. Bur, let him proceed with 
2 thoſe, who could and did perceive it: what of them? 
Why, they had ſenſe enough to make an honora- 
ble retreat; and cannot ſurely be charged with 
any breach of friendſhip, for having avoided a 
= Plumbling-bleck laid in their way with ſuch conſum- | 
mate artifice.” ——Patient reader, can'ſt thou ſtay 
to obſerve, what ſtrange transformations this unfor- 
tunate manceuvre of Mr. Pochin hath undergone ? 


Firſt, it was a cobweb, which every reader could ſee z | 


then, it became a ſnare, which many readers could 
not ſee; and, laſtly, it is a /tumbling-block, laid in 
the way with an artifice, no longer conſummate in its 
abſurdity, but really and truly in itſelf conſummate 5 
and though ſome inſeQs of larger bulk (to uſe one of 
his metaphors) had broke a way through this cobweb, 
yet others, by his own TI were ſtill moſt 5 
by, miſerany entangled in in it. 5 ; 
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But I can follow this writer no firther. —Poſi- 
tively, were I to be a candidate, there is no one de- 


partment I ſhould be more ſtudious to inſpect and 


regulate, than that of the ſcribbling gentry. Upon 
theſe occaſions, many poor animals, who ought never 
to attempt more than ſigning with their names, will 


dare to appear in public form as writers: whence it 


comes to paſs, that, where a gentleman is really de- 


| fended once, he is expoſed and made ridiculous per- 
haps half a dozen times, In the preſent compoſition, 


to ſay nothing of the ſtile and manner, which are 
far below all criticiſm, -was ever ſo much contra- 
diction, abſurdity, and nonſenſe, crouded into ſo 


ſmall a compaſs ?—The writer, in the beginning of 
it, ſuppoſes with a ſneer, that it will be“ no im- 
e peachment of his underſtanding, to follow ſo 
„ great an example as Mr, Pochin's:“ but it ill be- 
| comes him to be aſſuming. If he anſwers in other : 
things to the ſpecimen here given, we may ſafely 
_ aſſure him, that he is as capable of flying to the 
moon, as of imitating Mir. Fochin in F uy 5 252 : 


whatever, 
In the St. W 5 Chronicle of the 20th of No- 


vember, the following queries had been addreſſed to. 
Mr. Pechin: 


« SIR, 


© Upon the death of the late Sir Thomas Pater 
when your inclinations led you to diſturb the 
peace of the county of Leiceſter, did not the 
gentlemen of this county aſſure you, that, if you 
would not then give uy trouble to the preſent 
* worthy 0 
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« worthy Repreſentative, they would join you with 


c him at the then next general election? Did not 


vou, Sir, after ſome days taken to conſider of 
that moſt honorable propoſal, declare, that your 
& connections with the Rutland family were ſuch, 


eas rendered it impoſſible for you to accept of ſup- 
«© port from any other intereſt, than that of the 


< Houſe of Rutland? Is this ſtanding upon the 


cy ' genera independent intereſt of the county ? 


* 2: IN A « Connzn,” of 


I have placed theſe queries here, partly deen 5 
| they came forth about this time, and partly that the 
reader may have leiſure to ponder the contents of 
them; for they will indeed be found curious, when 
Locked into attentively, They ſtood for ſome time 
| unnoticed, and they muſt ſtand ſo ſtill: but they will 
fall hereafter, in the courſe of this hiſtory, under the 
cognizance of a writer, who will do them the juſtice T6 
they richly deſerve. Indeed the following ſhort anſwer, 
if that may be called a notice, was made to them in N 
the Leiceſter- Journal of the 3d of December.. 


An Advertiſement having appeared in the St. 
„ James Chronicle, on Tueſday the 29th of No- 
vember, addreſſed to William Pochin, Eſq; the 


anonymus author is hereby informed, that, if he 
will ſet his name to it, he ſhall have a full and 
£1,200 1 anſwer to it, if he appears to be a. N 


of ſufficient conſequence to deſerye any notice.“ 


: neh not perfectly comprehend, what this gentleman N 
means by—/u efficient conſequence to deſerve any notice. 


From the little experience I have had in election- 


matters, 


3 
"7.4 
1 
*. 
% 
* 4 
4 
1 
$ | 
LL 
* 4 
132 
oy 
- 
by 
yo 
8 
? 
TY 
7% 
_ 
8 
} 
} © 
s 
47 
1 bs, 
KF] 
F 
, 
OY 
te 
7% 
* 
(©; 
2 
4 
% 
A 
5 
4 4 
* 
I 
2 
i 
* 
N * 


= N v = * . 2 
PP dT EN HEE 7 


* v — > 
of &S * „ 


16 M EMOIRS, Ge. 


matters, every perſon as well as every thing appears 
of conſequence ſufficient io be noticed: at leaſt, I have 
not yet learned, what is not of this conſequence, or 
what I can, upon any ſafe foundation in political 
wiſdom, negle& and deſpiſe. 1 know, that 0 
ticing many of theſe perſons and things may, with 
ſome juſtneſs of ridicule, be called breaking of butter- 
fites upon a wheel : but I know too, that, unleſs thefe 
butterflies be ſo broken, they will preſently grow to 
| the ſize of eagles; at leaſt in the eſtimation of thoſe, 
by whom they were produced and nurtured, The 
queries juſt mentioned will be found a ſtriking con- 
firmation of this extraordinary truth, 

Some time before this, a moſt Jefoprats and i inex- 
tinguiſhable war broke out in a particular diftri& ; 

of which it muſt be ſaid, if it ever can in any caſe 
be ſaid, that a ſmall fire did kindle a very great 
flame. It firſt appeared at Harborough : and the 


cauſe of it was one Mr, Stephen Addington, a diſſent- | 


ing miniſter, who reſides in that town, This gen- 
tleman attached himſelf from the beginning to Mr. 
Hungerford, and carried his congregation into the 
ſame intereſt : which unexpected departure, from 
what was deemed bis natural intereſt, produced in- 
deed ſurprize in all, but fired with indignation his 
diſſenting brethren, hs conſidered this departure as 
no better than a kind of traiterous revolt. Remon- 
ſtrances pouring in from all ſides upon him, he 
thought himſelf obliged, by way of juſtifying his 
conduct, to publiſh the following | letter in the Lei- 

eum al. 


60 SIR, = 


- 
* 
8 
5 


Journal. — Thoſe who have done me the honor 


to pay any regard to my opinion in the affair will, 


ce 
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„HAVING been repeatedly informed that many 
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© within the circuit of your paper, have lately ex- 


« preſſed. their ſurprize at my attachment to Mr. 


Hungerford in the preſent conteſt, and that the 


reaſons of it have been miſtaken by ſome in con- 


ſequence of being miſrepreſented by others, I beg 


room for a ſhort explanation of them in your next 


I preſume, give me credit, when I aſſure them, as 


I now do, that the inſinuations, thrown out of 
Mr. Hungerford's attempting to uſe undue influ- 

_ ence with me and my friends in this neighbour- 

© hood, are equally falſe and ungenerous. So far 

| © from it, he never ſo much as 2ſked my vote before 
the County Meeting, nor do I know that he has 
been fince in cur neighbourhood. All I fay and 
do in his favor 's (and, in theſe caſes, ever ſhall 
<« be} freely and upon principle: nor have I reaſon 
„to think, he wiſhes his friends to be influenced by | 
any leſs honorable motives. What I have known 
of Mr. Hungerford, during the twenty years 8 
have lived in his near neighbourhood, has inclined 
me to recommend him upon this occaſion as a 
gentleman of independent fortune and a public 
ſpirit—a liberal benefactor to the neceſſitous and 

* deſerving of his fellow-creatures without diſtinc- 
e tion of parties—a man of ſtrict integrity and ho- 
* nor—a true friend to the illuſtrious Royal Family 


„ now on the throne and a well-wiſher to the 
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& civil and religious liberties of his fellow-ſub- 
c jets—a gentleman of ſpirit and abilities to diſtin- 
c guiſh himſelf, to do honor to his conſtituents, and 
& to ſerve his country in Parliament and who will 
cc not be afraid or aſhamed either to vote or to ſpeak 
< there with a freedom becoming a Britiſh Senator 
ec and an honeſt man. 

6 Gentlemen of ſuch a character I ſhall ever wiſh : 
« in the Houſe of Commons: and as Mr, Hunger- 
<« ford has now pledged his honor that he will pre- 
«© ſerve his independency there, and never accept of 
& place or penſion under any adminiſtration, he ap- | 
<< pears to me entitled to the encouragement of every 
_ © well-wiſher to his King and nn as well as 
— that * . 
" Hoh, * | Sir, Your's, n. 


4 N. 24 71. 8 1 Ry a 10 eDORg 


1 This letter of Mr. Addington is at leaſt frank 
and open, and breathes the ſpirit of a man, who 
ſpoke what he thought, and who ſeemed determined to 
act from conviction and principle. It amounts in- 
deed to no more than this, I have a very good opi- 
„ nion of Mr. Hungerford, and am therefore re- 
„e ſolved to give him my vote and intereſt :” and 
many perſons thought, that, if Mr. Addington had 
confined himſelf to this general language, he would 
have been intrenched beyond a poſſibility of being 
forced. But he was ſeduced by certain aſſailants, : 
unwarily to ſally forth in a ſecond epiſtle: in which 


| he not only flies now * then to ſubterfuges and 
| weden, 
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evaſions, but has wantonly indulged himſelf in per- 
ſonal ſtrictures. | 


One of his antagoniſts had ſpoken highly of Mr. 


 Pachin's perſonal qualities, becauſe it was imagined, 
that the picture of Mr. Hungerford, given by Mr, 


Addington, was intended, in the way of contraſt, to 
_ depreciate Mr. Pochin. Mr. Addington, in his ſecond 
letter, denies very ſolemnly, that he had any ſuch 
intention : and if he had ſtopped here, what farther 


could have been ſaid ?—But very unguardedly, in 
our opinion at leaſt, he ſuffered himſelf to run out 
Into what did not belong to him, and had nothing at 


all to do in the diſpute with his diſſenting brethren, 
with whom alone he was as it were neceſſarily en- 


gaged. I will not deny,” ſays he to the advocate 
for Mr. Pochin, any thing he has ſaid of that wor- 


thy gentleman : but I would not aſſert all he does 


J of him or of any man, without having (as he pro- 
; &« teſts he has not) any perſonal knowledge of 
* him,—But he had received intelligence, he tells 


«© you, from the echo of the world. —If this echo-hun- 


| © ter can hear the ſoft voice of a ſalutary proverb 

66 fama eft mendax—it may perhaps be an uſeful cau- 
© tion to him another time, againſt impoſing on 
6 mankind the echo's of the world's opinion for the 


words of truth and ſoberneſs.“ Good heavens ! 
how are we to underſtand him ? Is this to deny what 


was ſaid of Mr. Pochin, or is it not? 
Mr. Addington's ſecond letter is a very long one: 
the ſeveral anſwers to both. his letters are alſo very 
long: and therefore, as they are not neceſſary towards 
giving that general view of this affair, to which 1 


2 5 meant 
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meant to confine myſelf, IJ have thought it better to 
omit them in this collection. Nay, if I may ſpeak 


out, I had yet a farther reaſon. The replies to Mr. 
Addington, though drawn up by ſenſible worthy gen- 
tlemen, and with exceeding good meaning, yet ſeem 


to me rather too ſharp and acrimonious, Mr. Ad- 
dington's ſingularity conſiſts, in voting with one ſet of 


men, who are ſuppoſed at leaſt enemies to religious 


liberty, againſt another, who are the maintainers and 


abettors of it. A ftriking inconſiſtency, no doubt, 
in the conduct of a diſſenting miniſter, who owes his 


very ſupport to this very liberty; but yet no more, 
than an inconſiſtency : and if Mr. Addington is in- 
conſiſtent and abſurd, let him receive that correction, 
which inconſiſtency and abſurdity-deſerye. 


| Ridicule and pleaſantry, and not the acrid ope- 


rations of reaſon, are the proper weapons to be 
_ uſed upon ſuch theatres as theſe, Politics, in the 
heads of nine out of ten, is nothing but a jumble 
of abſurdities and contradictions; and makes men 
iünfinitely more the objects of laughter, than indig- 
nation: and the war becomes abundantly too ſerious 
for the object of it, when humanity and good will are 
in danger of being ſacrificed to prejudice and paſſion. 


For my own part, were I to be engaged in twenty 
ſuch conteſts, I could (I am perſuaded) preſerve the 


utmoſt kindneſs for the perſons of my antagoniſts, 

while I employed all the wit and raillery I was maſter _ 
of againſt their cauſe - nay, I could go farther; I 
could even live in friendſhip with denn, were they 
good kind of men. 


6 i 7 
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Mr. Addington's micſortuns was, that his adverſa- 
ries were gentlemen of his own religious perſuaſion ; 
and bore with him more impatiently, becauſe. they 
were ſo. They looked upon this procedure of his, as 
a kind of treaſon againſt their eſtabliſhment ; becauſe 


they conſidered him as acting againſt thoſe principles, 


on which this eſtabliſhment is tolerated and: upheld. 


However I cannot but think, that this diſſenting 


miniſter has done a very ſufficient penance for his 


demerits, as far as they have yet appeared: ſo hacked 
and hewed from every quarter, that he has often 
put me in mind of poor — in "Yirglh whom 


the poet deſcribes : 


KH lacerum crudeliter. ora, 
Ora manuſque ambas, populataque tempora raptis 
Auribu, et truncas * vulnere n mares. 


| The ooitels? was now about a month od; ; every body N 
in motion, even to hurry and tumult; and alterca- 
tion running high both in and out of print. But the 
diſpute, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, growing more and 
more perſonal, and eſpecially from what had paſled 
in Mr. Addington's affair, a certain writer took it 
into his head to call the parties to order as it were, 
by ſtating the grounds of the diſpute between them: 
and thus leading their attention from renn to 


. 


« To the: Printer of the Leiceſter Journal. 
n 


4 A warm debate has been ne on in your 


„„ Paper between Mr. St. Addington and 80 op- 


"©. 3 * ponents, 
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ponents, which hath chiefly turned upon the 
private qualities of our candidates, — But this, in 
my opinion, is not going to the bottom of the 


matter: for, while it is contended that both are 


very good ſort of men, it is poſſible that neither 


may be proper to be ſent into Parliament. Mora! 


and religious goodneſs are doubtleſs neceſſary to 


* men, as men; but to be rightly and duly quali- 


fied as members of Parliament, they muſt be ſome- 


thing more than even morally and religiouſly good: 
they muſt be alſo politically good; that is, they 
' muſt poſſeſs principles and a temper, ſuited to 
that particular deſtination. A Roman Catholic | 
may be a very good man; ſurely there are very 


good men of that communion : but a Roman 


Catholic, I preſume, would not be thought a fit 
perſon to repreſent free Britons in Parliament, 
Why ? becauſe he holds principles, deſtructive of 
the Britiſh conſtitution and liberties ; principles, 
which would tend directly to enflave un, as they 
did in the reign of James II. 
The preſent gentlemen, we will ſay, are very 5 
good men, and ſo far upon a level: their prefer- 
ence then as candidates muſt be determined by their 
< political merit; and this political merit by the 


grounds or principles, on which they ſtand, Mr. 
4 


Pochin ſtands upon the general and independent in- 


tereſt of the county: that is, he offers himſelf as . 


a perſon, who will pay no regard to diſtinctions 


or names; who diſclaims the charaQteriſtics of 
boch parties, which have uſually been ſuch, as 
might make a \ reaſonable man aſhamed of either; 
„ Wha 


10 

8: 
4 
5 
8 
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de who is determined to judge upon all occaſions 
for himſelf, and to act according to that judgment, 
< whatever it may be. He will have no object, but 
cc the good of his country; and he will exert all his 
< powers to promote this good, without reſpect to 
0e perſons, or partiality for opinions. 

« Mr. Hungerford certainly has not offered bim- 
&* ſelf upon ſo liberal and enlarged a bottom: for he 
< ſtands only on the true old intereſt of the county. 
_ *© But, what is this ſaid true old intereſt ? Is it not 
the old Tory ſyſtem; originally formed by cer- 
* tain High-Church divines, and fince maintained 
© by a party in the kingdom, their profound ad- 
* mirers and followers ? The principles, on which 
e this ſyitem was built, were Prerogative, Paſſive- 
s obedience, Non: reſiſtance, Slavery: and theſe 
* notable doctrines, by the help of certain texts in 
ſeripture moſt gloriouſly peryerted, were made the 


— 


e marks of a good chriſtian as well as a good citi- 
hag zen,—Now as Mr. Hungerford profeſſes to ſtand 


e upon the true old intereſt, how can we ſuppoſe 
<< him to be that real 4well-wiſher to our civil and reli- 
c gious libertiet, which Mr. Addington hath repre- 
$6 ſented him? If Mr. Addington has read the 
Eh hiſtory of his country, he muſt know, that the 
& friends of civil and religious liberties have never 
<< been thoſe of the true old intereſt ; nay, that if this 


true old intereſt had not formerly been over- ruled, 


e there would never have been any ſuch thing as 


”= liberty, civil or religious. 


Fo It is remarkable, that this Mr. Se. Addington, 118 


1 who hath ſhewn ſo much zeal for Mr. Anta. 
| 0 4 66 "Ja 5 
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&« ford, is a diſſenting preacher. How the gentleman 3 


ce 
ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
40 
<c 
cc 
"6 


cc 


| reconciles things in his own ideas, I know not: 


but moſt men, I believe, will be perſuaded with 
me, that if true old intereſt had prevailed, he might 


indeed have diſſented if he had ſo pleaſed, but 
muſt certainly have kept his preaching to himſelf. 
There is ſomething ſo groſsly abſurd and contra- 
dictory in the procedure of this divine, that many 
have ſuſpected him of infincerity ; as if he were 


governed by ſelfiſh and intereſted motives. But 


we need not recur to ſo harſh a ſuppoſition : he 
is not the firſt ſimple: minded man, who has run 
his head againſt his own principles. He means to 
ſerve the perſon of Mr. Hungerford, without con- 
ſidering, perhaps, any ching about his cauſe, or 
what thy tendency of it is; and many are of opi- 
nion that he really will ſerve him. 3 
I am ſure I dare by no means affirm, that he 
| will not; z ſor, whatever may be ſaid againſt zeal 2 
without knowledge, tis by far a better inſtrument 
to work with, in all theſe deſperate ſcenes af 
action, than zeal with knowledge. For what, 
alas] is zcal with knowledge? a poor, cold, life- : 
© leſs, inactive principle; timid in its nature, and 
flow in dcliberating before it proceeds to motion. 
On the contrary, zeal without knowledge ruſhes 
from the firſt impetuouſly on, and (as they ſay) 
without fear or wit; ſcorns heſitation, doubt, or 
© reaſoning ; and, ike a run-a-way horſe, ſome- 
times carries its rider triumphantly to the goal, 
and ſometimes (as muſt with r be confeſſed) 5 
fings him Lowes La 4 into the mire, 


6 Oliver 
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Oliver Cromwell uſed to ſay, that a man never 
& ſears ſo' high, as when he does not know whither 
„ he is going. Numbers act upon this principle, 
<« without ſuſpecting that they do: and Mr. St. 
« Addington, if we judge from the irregular heat and 
< intemperance of his zeal, muſt naturally be con- 


& ſidered as one of this claſs.—But I know him not, 
„and cannot pronounce any: thing with certainty 
„ of him; I leave it to his brethren the diſſenters tao 
decide upon him, and to do him ſuch juſtice, as, 
from their better knowledge of bim, ſhall be | 


« found meet and fit. 


0 I am, Sir, Vour 85 Gee. 


« Dee. 16, 1 1774» « * LEICESTRIENSIS,” * 


The t two Gli lows were 3 thou. : 
this time, and are here preſented to the reader as 

_ originals in their kind. The former ſpeaks in the 
lofty tone and overbearing manner of authority, and 

ſeems the more inſolent by a certain diſtant civility 

which it affects : the latter is nobly animated with N 

the firm unbroken ſpirit of freedom, i innocence, and - 


independency. 


From an Officer of the — of Lanchfler to the 
_ Confrater of Wi en, 2 Leicgſler. 


+86 SIR, T. 
I am directed by Lord | Hide to acquaint you, 
4 that though it is his Lordſhip's wiſh 10 promote tie 
* interę of 15 Mr. ol 6 on the Wen conte ſt 
ber 
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& for the county of Leiceſter, yet his Lordſhip does 
c not defire to influence his officers againſt their own 
c jnclinations. But having received intimation, that 


cc the influence, derived from the office you hold un- 


ec der the duchy, has been exerted on the preſent occa- 


& ſion, I am commanded to ſignify to you his Lord- 
* ſhip's great diſapprobation to that meaſure; and 


ce particularly that his Lordſhip will conſider it, as 


* a great breach of the truſt repoſed in his officers, 


e to encourage any Freeholders to engage their votes 


upon any promiſe or expectation of themſelves 
& or their dependants ſucceeding to places in the 
c duchy hoſpitals on any future vacancies, or ta 
© make thoſe places in any reſpect ſubſervient ta 
4 purpoſes of an election: and his Lordſhip 
e deſires, that this notice may be conſidered as pro- 
4 hibitory of ſuch wt kad conduct in any. of his 5 
«6 * officers, | 188 : 


« Tam, Sir, Be. 


E To Tab Peach Hanger, TY 1 
«SIR, 


Pu” The procuring the above official letter t0 me, is 
] ſuppoſe one of the paltry artifices of your under 
agents. The manner of conveying that ſingular 
4 piece of intelligence in the beginning is curious, 
e and the formal prohibition at the end, at leaſt un- 

* neceflary. Both the maſter of the hoſpital, and 

d the confrater, are no doubt liable to a law-proceſs 
n the auch court, for nn the power 


wo * Intrulted 


: 
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1c jntruſted to them; and you, Sir, are equally lia- 
© ble to a law-proceſs in Weſtminſter-hall, for a 
„ miſapplication of your own money, if it be em- 

„ ployed in bribery and corruption. 
e [ received the patent appointing me confrater for 

4 4 life from Lord Edgcumbe, and am no more an of- 
= e ficer or ſervant of Lord Hyde, than a rector is a 
. 


122 — 
* ud Ng E 8 * ; '« 
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L * ſervant of his dioceſan, The appointment of the 
1 ' © poor is in the maſter, not the confrater, unleſs the | | 
*© maſter neglects to nominate, which has happened i 
1 three times in the courſe of nineteen years. Ihe Y 
. ; „ firſt time I appointed a poor friendleſs woman 4 
3 4% Fleanr Warburton. The next time I appointed 1 
1 4 John Malter (late clerk of St. Nicholas) whom I * 
| % thought a proper object, notwithſtanding he had q 
55 4 been for forty years a ſtrenuous ſtickler for your 1 
old (Tory) intereſt, and always voted accordingly F 


in the Borough elections. At the laſt lapſe, hear- 
sing accidentally that Richard Roberts Drake, Eſq; 
„ then Mayor of Leiceſter, had a diſtant relation in 
„ diſtreſs, and a proper object of the charity, I un- 
AI ſolicited ſent to Mr. Mayor, making an offer of 
the place for his relation; and accordingly John 
* Drake was admitted into the hoſpital July 25, 
“ 1774. preſume, Sir, you reckon the mayor and 
* aldermen among your friends on this occaſion. 
<< I ſhall ſhow my contempt of the ſlanderous inti- 
„ mations, and the impotent threats of your ad- 
$5 herents, by a ſteady oppoſition to your election 
ye into Parliament. 5 
1 Tam, Sir, Your' 8, We, 
« THOMAS LUDLAM.” 
N e 
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The following letter was addrefled to the freehold- 


ers of the county, and printed i in the Leiceſter Journal 


of December the 1 7th ; 


cc 


cc 
cc 
co 


(e 


_ GenTLEMEN, 


2 Mr. Pochin having, in his addreſs, ll 
N of being accuſed of having made uſe of the moſt con- 
* ſummate Artifice, and a very hafly and unwarrantable 


Application, permit me to beſtow, on that perform- 


* ance a few remarks, which, I truſt, will not be 
treated, even by chat gentleman Net. as r X 
invectives. ; 
Did not Mr. 3 in the very earlieſt period ö 
of the preſent vacancy, apply to ſeveral gentle- 
men (of principles ſuppoſed to be the leaſt favour- 
able to his wiſhes) under the pretext of his ſtand- 
ing upon the general independent intereſt of the county? 
Could he poſſibly flatter himſelf with the leaft 
„ hopes of their ſupport, on any other foundation! © 
Muſt not he naturally expect their revolt, the 
moment he appeared to act upon any other prin- 
ciple ? Does not the whole tenour of his canvaſs 
now clearly demonſtrate, that he will not, dare 
not truſt his cauſe in the hands of that indepen- 
dent intereſt ? Having failed in an attempt, made 
indeed with conſummate artifice, to divide an inte- 
reſt, which it is evident he never meant to rely 
upon, he boaſts very awkwardly of his nomina- 
tion upon a ground, which he has now openly 


abandoned, Has he not avowedly thrown him- 


ſelf upon the protection of one party only? Has 
he not inſtigated all che diſſenting miniſters to 
VVV perſocute : 


for daring to write and vote according to the 


ce 


(6 wait the tale o a Wag; meeting ? And ll the = 


ſenſe of ſuch meeting would have been taken, has 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 
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cc 
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cc 
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perſecute a very worthy brother of theirs, merely 


dictates of his conſcience, and to declare his 
private opinion of the perſonal merits of Mr. 
Hungerford ? Nay, does not Mr. Pochin now 
place his grand ſecurity in the ſupport of a certain 


ducal perſonage? If he heſitates to acknowledge 


1 


this, I ſhall preſume to trouble him with a queſ- 
tion, which has been repeatedly aſked him, (but 
as repeatedly and ſtudiouſly evaded) Whether 


upon the death of a former member of ours, and 


when Mr. Pochin ſeemed inclined to appeal to the 
deciſion of the county, the leading gentlemen in 
that independent intereſt did not aſſure him of their 


'« countenance at the then next general election, if 
„ he would decline his pretenſions? And did he 
not, after ſeveral days deliberation, reject the pro- 
© poſition, and declare, that his connections with 
the Rutland family precluded him from accept- 
ing afliſtance from any other quarter? After all 
this, it is aſtoniſhing to hear Mr, Pochin ſtill talk _ 
of his ſtanding upon the N independent interef + 


3 of the county. 


„ Let Mr. Polin again be aſked, whether it has = 


£66 


cc 


ce 


not every gentleman conſidered himſelf as tied 8 
down, in point of honour, to neutrality, ſilence, 


, and inaQion ? ? Did not our worthy high ſheriff 
cc 


(from a laudable zeal to hold the ſcales "of Juſtice 5 


0 even between all competitors) publicly advertiſe a_ 


66. general 
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cc 
cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 
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cc 


| * 


(e 
e oblivion. Let them reſſect in peace, if they can, 
on this cruel outrage upon the repoſe and happineſs 
of the community. There is not a confideration, 
which could afford more pain to Mr. Hun- 
ger ford, except the idea of obtaining your ſuffrages, 
by the mere dint of corruption, artifice, and inti- 

* midation, I am confident, it is his great ambi- 
tion to prove himſelf a firm friend to order and 
good government; an inflexible enemy to anarchy 
and licentiouſneſs ; a ſteady aſſertor of our civil 
and religious liberties ; and a reſolute oppoſer of all 
intolerant and tyrannical principles; and whilſt 
he fhews himſelf thus influenced by the true ſpirit 

of patriotiſm, moderation, and independency, he 
ſhall receive the warm and affectionate ſupport of 
an old and true friend to 


66 LEICESTERSHIRE INDEPENDENCY. | 


general meeting for the 15th of November ? And 


were not circular letters of Mr. Pochin's diſperſed. 
at leaſt nine days before? Was not this conduct 
equally diſfeſpectful to the county and the ſheriff ? 
* You, gentlemen, are to combine all theſe circum- 
ſtances, and from thence to infer, Whether the 


imputation of having made uſe of the moſt con- 
ſummate artifice, and a haſty and unwarrantable 
application, is juſtly founded or not? 


Mr. Hungerford, L am ſure, very highly regrets 
© to find his adverſaries fond of reviving, upon this 
* occaſion, odious and uncharitable diſtinctions; 


and diſtinctions too of a nature, which every good 


citizen muſt wiſh to have buried in everlaſting 


Lais, Dec. 17. . ) 
5 nn” 


a - 
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Mr. Pochin is charged by this letter-writer with 
reviving odious and uncharitable diftintions ; by which 
he means, I ſuppoſe, the diſtinctions of Whig and 


Tory. But ſurely no charge was ever more inju- 


rioufly brought : for I am confident it may be proved 
to the ſatisfaction of all reaſonable men, that, ſo far 


from deſiring to revive, his ſole view was to de/trey 


diſtinctions, and to unite the divided zntere/? of the 
county: nay, what is ſtill more; that neither now, 
nor at any former time, would he have paid the leaſt 
I Attention to party-matters at all, if he had not been 
drawn to it by this inviting proſpect. 
I ſhall open myſelf farther upon this point, after I 
| have introduced a piece, which profeſſedly replies to 
the Queries above - mentioned. Theſe Queries had 
twice appeared in the public prints: they had ſtood 
in a kind of triumphant defiance; and, what happens 
Often to the moſt contemptible productions, were 
deemed unanſwerable by ene party, becauſe the other | 
had not thought them worthy of an anſwer. The 
writer of the foregoing letter plainly ſaw them in this 
light: for he ſpeaks of them as queſtions, which 
„ had been repeatedly aſked, and as repeatedly and 
'« ſtudiouſly evaded.” They are anſwered however 
at length, in the Leiceſter Journal of December the 
24th, in the following addreſs to the N of that 
Journas « - 


« $1R, 


© The following 9 publicly Adele to 5 
e Mr. Pochin, and ſigned by one 2 in a Corner, - 


8 40 are 2 very ſingular and curious, that I think 
| VE « hou 
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| a 
4 te they deſerve more notice, than they have yet 
1 © been honoured with, They are expreſſed in 
= << theſe terms:—Sir, upon the death of the late Sir 
= « Themas Palmer, when your inclinations led you to 
4 | e diflurb the peace of the county of Leiceſter, did 
N * not the gentlemen of this county aſſure you, that if 
F . „ you would not then give any trouble to the pre- 
= „ ſent worthy repreſentative, they would join you 
= « with him at the then next general election? Did 
= | © not you, Sir, after ſome days taken to conſider 
| © of that moſt honorable propoſal, declare, that 
ww © your connections with the Rutland family were 
on „ ſuch, as rendered it impoſſible for you to accept of 
$ 1 „ ſupport from any other intereſt, than that of the 
= * houſe of Rutland? Is this ſtanding upon the ge- 
5 * neral independent intereſt of the county ?! — 
. * Mr. Pochin has frequently been inſulted, in the 
ww “ courſe of this conteſt, with di/turbing the peace of 
1.1. the county; I ſuppoſe, from his having uſed that 
1 60 expreſſion, when he waved an oppoſition to Mr. f 
_ « Noel and Sir John Palmer, on the day of their no- 
| 5 | % mination. But ſurely he expreſſed himſelf with 
1 e ſtrict propriety, and there was much good mean- 
* e ing in what he ſaid. Two gentlemen offered 
1 12 themſelves as candidates; while Mr. Pochin, who 
£ 1 <« had as much right to offer himſelf, and would 
'* | probably have been as readily accepted, as either 
'T i | © of them, did not however offer himſelf, but ac- 
} 5 e quieſced for the ſake of peace in their nomination. 
_ „Did this preclude Mr. Pachin from offering himſelf. 
| . . dat a future vacancy ? Why yes, it is ſaid ; becauſe 
41 F then, contrary to his declared purpoſe, he would 
14 . 00 difturb 
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* dfturb the peace of the county. So that the peace of 
< the county is then iſturbed, and then only, as it 


% ſhould: ſeem, when the gentlemen of the Old In- 
<<. tereſt are oppoſed; not ſo, when the gentlemen of 


the Old Interęſi oppofe a candidate of another in- 


«, tereſt, | Will any man venture to ſay this? If the 


6 peace of the county is d/{urbed, is it not diſturbed ; 
„ as much by their oppoſition to Mr. Pachin, as by 
Mr. Pochin's oppoſition to them? | 


< But. the queries above very plainly ſhew, that 


« theſe ſons of Old Intereſt conſider themſelves as ſole 
3; proprietors in this affair, as the only perſons who 
* have a right to manage the election of members: 
for they ſet forth, that the Gentlemen of this couniy 
made Mr. Pochin a moſt honorable propoſal, &c.— 
The Gentlemen of this county—Now, would not an 
d ordinary reader ſuppoſe, that the Whigs and To- 
s ries, if we muſt till diſtinguiſh them, the gentle- 
men of both parties united, were all included in 
this expreſſion? And yet, as far as I can learn, 
not a ſingle gentleman was preſent, excepting 
1 Mr. Pachin himſelf, who was not of the old in= 
40 ter gh. Well: but what did they propoſe? To 
0 Join him with Sir John Palmer at the general electian 
next enſuing, if he would not give Sir John any trou- 
© Ble then. And why did he not accept this pro- 
e poſal ? Some think, becauſe he could not in com- 
« mon policy have thrown himſelf implicitly into 
the hands of a ſet of men, who only courted, = 
s hecauſe they feared, him; even, if he had been 
„ diſpoſed to renounce his old. friends, which moſt _ 
' certainly he was not. But this, it ſeems, was not _ 
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e the reaſon; the reaſon was, (ſo we are told, or 1 
© think we ſhould never have found it out,) that 
« his connections with the Rutland-family were ſuch, as 
 &. made it impoſſible for him to accept of ſupport elſe- 
e where.—Not accept the fupport of others, becauſe 


| 4. ſupported by the Rutland-family ? It has been aſked, 


4e Why Mr. Pochin hath not replied to this: but can 
any man think of replying to ſuch palpable non- 
* ſenſe? Not accept the ſupport of others, becauſe ſup- 
< ported by the Rutland-family ?—Often have I been 
<« rallied, by pleaſant gentlemen at a diftance, as if 


“ this poor country of mine was in England, what 


„% Bceotia of old was in Greece; a heavy, foggy, 
« ſtupefying tract of land, where ſcarcely any but 
dunces are born and bred.—What has brought 
2 this mortifying imputation upon us, or who, E 
cannot ſay : but if Old Interef? go on to give us 
| << ſhall not ſcruple to lay the crime at their door. 2d 


As to Q in the Corner, my counſel is, that he 


: 00 the ſaid Q doth continue in the ſaid Corner: that 


being, as J am perſuaded, a rpms: which wil 
„ beſt: become him, 8 r 


Per. as, 11 = « LEICESTRIENSIS.” * 
But leſt this anſwer ſhould not be thought quite 


explicit enough, give me leave to ſtate the caſe par- 1 


ticularly and full y : for' by mere accident I am ena- 
bled to do this upon very good authority. 


Sir Thomas Palmer died in the ſummer of the year 
2765 and a meeting was fixed on the zoth of Sep- 
tember, in order to W the Vacancy. Sir Jahn 

LL Palmer 
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Palmer was the perſon, whom the gentlemen of the 
Old Intereff had deſtined for the ſucceſſion : when 
not Mr. Pochin, as the Queriſt ſays, but — Mr. 


Boothby was led by his inclinations to diſturb the 


<< peace of the county.” Upon this, Sir Fohn Pal- 
mer and his friends were ſomewhat alarmed : and, to 
ſecure their election the better againſt accidents, 


ſtrongly folicited Mr. Pochin to join them againſt 
Mr. Boothby, promiſing to bring in him (the ſaid 


Mr. Pochin) at the next General Election. But Mr. 


Pochin had no inclination to oppoſe Mr. Boothby, þ 
and ſtill leſs to take any ſtep, which might look 


| like a deſertion of his principles and his friends : on 


which account he contented himſelf with ſaying, that . 
he muſt well conſider the matter they had moved to 
him, before he could wee wy anſwer at all about 


IF it. 


this did Mr, Pochin firſt conceive the project of de- 


ſtroying all odious diſtinctions, and cementing the par- 
ties into a firm and laſting union. He knew, that 


the Whigs had never propoſed to themſelves more, 


than the ſending of one member; and, though by 
a compromiſe the parties might be ſaid to continue 
ſtill diſtin, yet the beſt way of blending and pre- 
_ paring them for an union was, certainly by prevent - 
ing all future temptation to conteſt. There was 
another meeting of the gentlemen of Ola Intereft at 
the Races, which” happened about a fortnight before 
the day of nomination; at which Mr. Pochin being "We 


: preſent,” the lame propoſals as aforeſaid were made 


8 ” N 


This overture from Old wy was 14860 at the 
| Aﬀſizes, which ended the gth of Auguſt: and from 
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36 ME MOIRS, . 
to him again. He replied, that he would conſent 


to ſupport Sir John Palmer now, provided they would 


acquieſce in his nomination at the General Election; 
adding, even though he ſhould be nominated by 
Lord Granly himſelf.” This laſt clauſe revolted the 
whole aſſembly : they were ready, they ſaid, to no- 


minate him themſelves, but they could not conſent. 
to have him nominated by Lord Granby, becauſe 
That would be to give up their intereſt, _, After 
| ſome altercation, the meeting broke up, without 
coming to any concluſion ; and Mr. Pochin departed 
with a full conviction, that the ſcheme he had pro- 
poſed could in no wiſe be effected. I haue ſeen 
enough, ſays he, 10 know, that I cannot unite the in- 
 tereſts : Whig or Tory muſt prevail. 3 
his own. words in a letter, written in December 
1765 to a friend, who lived at a great diſtance, and 
was no ways intereſted in the affair; and from this 
letter, /lill extant, the foregoing account is; very i 
faithfully extracted, 


—Theſe are 


And now, what does this ets matter amount . 


to, after all? why, not ſurely that Mr. Pochins 
„ connections with the Rutland family were ſuch, 


«© as rendered it impoſſible for him to accept of ſup- 
port from any other intereſt ;”” but that he could 


not accept this ſupport, unleſs he firſt formally re- 
nounced all conneCtions with the Rutland family and 

dis old friends, The Tories wanted to have him 
_ altogether to themſelves ; his object was, not ſo 
much to be had by. either party, as to bring about, 
if he could, a coalition of both: and what other 

principle, think we, could he poffibly go upon, 


when : 
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when he offered himſelf at the late nomination, not 


upon a Mbig or Tory bottom, but upon the General 


Vnited Intereſt of the County ?—Thus there is no 
contradiction or ' myſtery at all, in any part of his 
conduct; but the whole of it from the beginning has 


been, what he was always deſirous it ould þ be, clear, 


uniform, and conſiſtent, 
Leet us now relieve ourſelves for a while from the 


dryneſs of altercation, and ſee what the Wits and 
the Poets are doing: for Wits and Poets there were 
in abundance. Indeed one of the firſt eſtabliſhments 


I heard of, after the War broke out, was that of a 
Poet. This officer was as regularly ſtationed, as a 


centinel at his box; was always ready armed, at all 


points as we ſay; and doubtleſs had orders to level 
his ſpecific artillery, moſt impartially and rigidly ac- 


cording to merit, But, becauſe this ſaid merit is a % 
thing of a very complicated nature, and often aſ- 
|  certained with the utmoſt uncertainty, ſo it was 
agreed to preſeribe to him this general and eaſy rule; 

to write Panegyrics upon all who voted for, and 

„ Satires upon all who voted Kain, his Princi- 


% pal.” 


To inſert all the productions of this ſort, would 
s be to compile a volunie in quarto: let three or four : 


| ſerve, by way of ſpecimen. 


** 


28 a Sec. 


The Winter Downs or the Bite 15. 


LESS me, cries Chloe, What's ham 'a 2 2 
] vow it is, and in my reach. 
Obſerve, my dear, how plump, how round, 
How fine the bluſh ! all over ſound. 
She pluck'd the fruit; with eager haſte 
She ſeizes on the rich repaſt : 
O lud! ſhe eries, I'm poiſon >; kill 'd; 
With vileſt ſtuff my mouth is fill'd. 
On winter Peaches PII ne'er venture, 
I find they" re rotten at the cer. 12240 


1 he K H L 0 E: 
| Author of the Winter Peach ; or, 2 *. 


) VPED by Finiey' gay viſion, lluſive to reach, 1 


Dtieprav'd in her taſte, or deceiv'd by a dream; * 
7 Cölbe thought with a guſt to devour a fair Peach, 
When the toothleſs old jade was but nibbling at F ame. 
lImbitter'd by Envy, do you point at a heart, . 
Where Humanity's feelings emit their pure rays 3 
Examine the world; it will truly impart, 
That Hungerford's worth muſt obtain the bright bays, 


| To dry up the tear of affliction's moiſt eye, 
To warm the cold band by chill penury preſt, 
To bid piercing want from the cottage-hind fly, 
15 Ts e the e of Aa a Hungerford? 8 breaſt, 


"The. 
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The bad to controul, or encourage the good, 
All bounty to give, or with prudence reſtrain, 
Are the qualified virtues of true Britiſh blood, 


Which flows in full tide through a Hungerford's veins. 


With a pure emanation to ſerve all mankind, 
By each ſocial affection endear'd to his friend, 
With the love of his country poſſeſſing his mind, 
0 Let Hunger ford's name the wide atmoſphere } rend. 


= analogy reaſon: if in private regard 
His rays ſo contracted can ardently ſhine, 
To the Senate exalt him, his merits reward, 
And nne name with dear IE Nin. 


| The ola bun Blues. 
5 Arte END ye jolly ewes of gold, 
Fo Whilſt I relate a ſtory; 
5 The lad that's honeſt, free, and bold, 
Will in the ſubject glorty, 
"Tis of that rigid ranting crew, 


| Who've long in darkneſs wander'd; 
That idolize the name of Blue, 


f And bow before its ſtandard. 
| Theſe bluſt' ring ſons of bigotry, 
Who never had connection, 


i any meaſure or degree, 
With reaſon or reflection: 5 


94 „ 
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Who o'er their cups will fondly prate, 

And blindly boaſt. of freedom; 

Yet ſuffer any tool of ſtate, IPD 
CO thick and thin to lead "em. 


This blind-led tribe when conteſts ſpring, 


From Tueſday until Sunday, 


: Will rant and roar, and drink and ſing, . | 


About the ghoſt o f/Mundy : 


But they who time tell truly o'er + 


Declare there's one Temiſs day; ; 


8 F or Mundy's old election ſcore 


Is not diſcharg'd at this day. To 


—_ y 


C 13 


Incloſing 9551 a nn! afford. 


Which thouſands have took parti in; 


But let me aſk of Hungerford 


How ſtands the caſe at "Martin? 


| Hi Rent-roll ſets the matter clear, | 


1 ſpeak it to his ſorrow; 


f They ve felt the Man in Glo ſlerſpire, 


And wall at me cr Mi 
v. | 


Ot ill-got wealth I aft no ſhare, 


Let who will dare to take it; 


But this one truth I will declare, 


Nor e care who hears me ſpeak it,. 


; 


"OP 
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In lawful claims had Belton's Dame, 
And Borlace too been righted ; 
The country ne'er had ſeen this flame, 

And all had been united, 


7 ouch of the Times. 0 


W E all very well know, 
That ſome few years ago, 


When the Whigs were the people in place, 
No tricks were untry d, 5 
| No arts unemploy'd, 

1 The Tories to load with diſgrace. 


The Diſſenters likewiſe, 

Rather gull'd with their lies, . 

As in duty did zealouſly join; 
And moſt warmly oppoſe, 

| What they fancy'd the foes 

| Of the Proteſtant Hanover line. ah 


But our good gracious Prince, ft. 
Has alittle time ſince, 

9 For wiſe and bene ficent ends, 
Tuurn'd the hypocrites out, 

And to ſhew em no e 

Ve That the Tories are much better F. riendi. 


Well, what's the event? 

Why, they're ſtill . 

N And factious and angry remain; 

L eſt they never ſhou'd more, UTE 
As they have done before, 
;  Plicce their King and their Oy again. 


The 
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The moſt haſty reader cannot but ſee, with what 
_ peculiar affectation the diſtinction of Y/hig and 
Tory is preferved in the laſt of theſe poems; no doubt, 
for the ſake of having -wherewithal to abuſe Mr. 
Pochin and his friends, I have indeed heard of other 
reaſons ; as, firſt, that the advocates of Old Interęſt 
may always be ready with an anſwer to every man, 
who ſhall aſk a reaſon of their voting for this or that par- 
ticular perſon. When a Freeholder fays, I vote for Mr. 
| Hungerford, becauſe he is a Tory, this ſurely is a reaſon : 
as the Athenians of old, and the Florentines more 
recently, attached themſelves to ſuch and ſuch par- 
ties, becauſe their jerkins happened to be green or 


blue. Nor indeed can this reaſon be held fo altoge- 


ther light by thoſe who conſider, that to analyſe To- 
7 into its firſt principles, and thence to deduce 
a conſiſtent plan of aQing, would be a very fa- 
tiguing operation to . a l 8 of 
the True Old Interęſt. 5 
Secondly, Ambition or a b of being diftin- 
guiſhed is not confined to men of powerful, en- 
larged, and liberal minds; but is often ſeen to burn 
with as ſtrong (and for ought I know as pure) a 
flame in the loweſt and meaneſt, as in the moſt ex- 
alted compoſitions. ©* Julius Czfar,” ſays the Oracle 
of the preſent fooliſh generation, who had a noble 
«*« thirſt of glory, declared, that he would rather be the 


: _ © firſt man in a village, than the ſecond in Rome (a): 


and I ſay, what is that deſire of being at the 
= head of end companys which makes ſo many low- 


4 2 Lon chene g. Letter, 69th. 5 4 
lived 
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lived deſpicable fellows, if fairly and honeſtly 
traced to its principle, but this ſame noble thir/? 
of glory ?—But though all men are deſirous of 


being diſtinguiſhed, becauſe all men have paſſions; 
yet few are able to diſtinguiſh themſelves by intel- 
lectual force, becauſe few have parts or powers of 
underſtanding cultivated for that end. Now the 
great advantage of conteſts ſuch as theſe is, that they 


who cannot be diſtinguiſhed by knowledge, may 
by zeal; and as the friends of Old Interęſt have a 


right to their object, as well as men of brighter | 
genius and imagination, ſo this is plainly a ſecond 
good reaſon for keeping up the diſtinction of . | 


and Tory, 


I have heard too of a third 1 which is, that = 
2 by theſe diſtinctions, and the conteſts flowing un- 
z avoidably from them, men are furniſhed with objects, 
on which more innocently and with leſs moral miſ- 
chief to vent their paſſions, than on their wives, their 
children, and nearer connections. This argument is 
taken from the Stoic philoſophers ; who believing that 
"al things are governed by Fate or Neceſſity, and 
that a given quantity of diſturbance or confuſion muſt 


| happen in the Phyſical as well as the Moral world, 


uſed to pray, not that this deranging force might be 
prevented or withheld, (for that could not be) but that 
the objects of it might be changed: as, for inſtance, 

according to Horace, that Storms might fall upon 

| Woods inſtead of Seas; Weods, where they could do 
burt little harm, inſtead of ws where they woeld i be 


fatal to Mariners: 5 
——quodeunque minabitu Eurus 55 
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Fludtibus Heſpertiis, Venuſme + 
Plactantur Hluæ, te ſoſpite—— 


But to give my opinion freely upon theſe ſeveral 


* 


reaſons: the firſt may be genuine, and probably is 


ſo. The ſecond alſo may be genuine, yet my mind 
miſgives me that it is not ſo: it is of a tone rather 
too high for Old Intereſti. But for the third, I ſhall 


make no ſcruple to pronounce it upon ſight abſolute- 
1y and indiſputably ſpurious : I know the genius of 
the Trug Old Intereſt too well, to be impoſed upon 


thus. They are not of a character to reliſh any thing 


that favours of Philoſophy : they hate refinement 


and abſtractions; and would at once ſuſpe& men ap- 


proaching them with theſe arts, as aiming to cheat 
them, by the legerdemain of ſophiſtry, out of their 
hauoneſt hobby-horſual notions, which they would im 5 
me ldiately fall to bugging with n more e affectionate ear- 

neſtneſs. e e | 


Voltaire has ſomewhere called us a Nation f Phil 


 fophers; that is, a people above the influence of pre- 
judice and paſſion, and who contemplate pure nature 


through the medium of pure reaſon. But Voltaire 


| Had not the happineſs of knowing the True Old Inte- 
ret in this moſt enlightened country of ours, elſe he 
would have reſtrained his compliment within certain 
limitations, and in fo doing would have given ſatis- 
ſaction: for, as nothing can be more remote from 
Philoſophy than the True Old Intereft aforeſaid, ſo] 
am perſuaded the title of Philoſopher would not have 
been pleaſing to men, diſtinguiſhed as they are by a 
make of underſtanding, altogether idioſyncratic; that 
is, ariſing from a peculiar temperament of their own. 
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It would too much interrupt the thread of my nar- 
ration, or I ſhould like to debate a general principle 
of Politics with this Poet, before I quit him, 


He aſſerts, that the Tories are much better friends 
to their King and Country, than the J/higs : that the 


Whigs, when in place, did fleece their King and Coun- 
try; and that our goed and gracious King has, for moſt 
Wiſe and beneficent, purpoſes, turned them out. But 
does this Poet, I wonder, know any thing of Engliſh 
Affairs; and eſpecially how they paſſed from the Re- 


volution in the laſt century, to. the Acceſſion of Y 


8 the Third? 


At the former of theſe ode, both 2 -ugs and Te- 
ries (for the terms had then a meaning, though they = 
have none nw) in order to preſerve the nation from 

3 Popery and Slavery, concurred in excluding James 

tte Second, and in ſettling the Prince and Princeſs | 
- Orange upon the Throne ; and, in default = 
iſſue from theſe, upon the Princeſs Anne of Den- 
mark, and the heirs of her body. But the Tories 
ſeem inftantly to have repented of what they had 
done; for they began and continued ſo unreaſonable 


an oppoſition to King William and his meaſures, 


that he entertained thoughts more than once of re- 


ſigning the Crown, and retiring to his old more 


peaceable ſtation in Holland. Happily he did not; 
but, living to ſee Anne bereaved of iſſue, procured 8 
An Act for ſettling the Succeſfion of the Crown 
« upon the houſe of Hanover:“ elſe, my dear Poet, 
inſtead of the good and gracious King we have at pre- 
Tent, we might probably have had a King neither ſo 


- good | nor ſo gracious, 


But 


Þ 


46 MEMOIRS, S.. 


But did not the Tories concur with the Whigs in 
all theſe excellent meaſures ? By their fruits ye ſhall 


know them. The Tory Miniſtry, at the end of the 
reign of Queen Anne, were undoubtedly laying 
ſchemes to ſet aſide the Succeflion : the Party have 


ſhewn their diſlike of it ever ſince, by raiſing all poſ- 
{ible oppoſition to the Whigs, who have been the 


conſtant abettors and ſupporters of it: and if I do 
not, in this account, lay the two Rebellions, which 
have happened between the aforeſaid æras, directly to 
the Tories; yet ſurely there is nothing violent in 
ſuppoſing, that theſe Rebellions would not have hap- 
| pened, but from that ſtrong and unrelenting diſaf- 
fection, which the Tories have ſhewed to the Houſe 
| of Hanover. All conceivable hopes of ſucceſs muſt 
| have been founded chiefly, if not ſolely, upon this. 


And yet, notwithſtanding the outcry and buſtle 


| that has been made, I will appeal to every man con- 
verſant in hiſtory, whether any nation of the world, 
| ancient or modern, can furniſh a period, Where the | 
natural Rights of Men, and the conveniencies and 


comforts flowing from them, have been more fully 
and completely enjoyed, than by the Engliſh nation 
in the period above mentioned? What has been en- 


jooyed from the acceſſion of George the Third, ſince 

the Tories, as they will call themſelves, have been 
our managers, I forbear to diſcuſs, May their admi- 
niſtration preſerve theſe rights, and ſupply theſe com- 

| forts, in greater abundance than we had them before. 

I have an unfeigned goodwill towards all men; and 

_ with them ſervice, from whatever quarter it may come. 


1 would glad] y myſelf ſerve every man of every party, 


if 


2. 
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if it were in my power; and if I oppoſe the True Old 
Intereſt of this my native country, it is from a full and 
perfect conviction, that their principles have a ten- 
dency to make mankind leſs perfect and leſs happy, 
than I would wiſh they ſhould be. | 
But no to get a little on with our hiſtory. There 
had for ſome time been heard in every corner of the 
county grievous complainings from both ſides, con- 
cerning the application of undue influence in obtaining 
votes; and Old Intereſt affected to feel the injury ſo 
ſenſibly, that one of their agents cauſed the fol- 


lowing Dialogue on a Free Election, to be > privtes 
8 in the Leiceſter e 8 | 


« A DIALOGUE, bs two Ladies: Luer 
e and HARRIoT, | 


; ec Well Harrloe: which fide is your 2500 man to 
4. give his vote? I ſuppoſe you have had both _ | 


© ties at your houſe before now ? 


„Why, Lucy, I muſt confeſs, if it is to bi "I 
« Free Election, every one that has a vote to give 

« ſhould ſhew himſelf an Independent Man in this 
point, and neither be biaſs'd by Party or Intereſt. | 

1 ſhould be of the ſame opinion, Harriot, but 

ce when my Lord ſays, you muſt vote for ſuch a 

e one, or turn out, how then are we to at? 


„Why, Lucy, to ſpeak plain, no Lord ſhould = 


c. interfere, as by that means they deprive the 


4 Freeholder of his juſt right. Let them if they 


I pleaſe, be free in their choice, and leave the reſt 
4 to vote as they like. 5 


«1 admire your opinion mightily, Hartiot, * 
„„ puts 
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& puts me in mind of what I heard the other day, 
* which I am ſure you will be pleaſed with: 
One of Mr. Pochin's party was compelling a 
8 Freeholder to vote for him, or he muſt turn out. 
On which the farmer ſays, give my ſervice to Mr. 
* Fuch-a· one, and tell him I am ready and willing 


ce #6 leave his farm; and unleſs he'll vote for Mi. 


Hunger ford, PII quit it at Lach- day next, inſtead of 
% Michaelmas, and let him make the bf ont; | tall him = 
f « * that, Friend? 5 
«© This man, Law, ſpoke like 2 True Britiſh 
« Subjekt; and I could wiſh others would follow 
e his example. Mr. Hungerford moſt certainly is 
well worthy our eſteem ; his actions, which are 
«fo conſpicuouſly meritorious, will ever render him E 
9, amiable, even to his very enemies. . 


* O57 may he live long, who ſuch virtue poſſe bs 
5 « Aud, in pit of | his foes, be crown'd with Me : 


© Sch is the ſtile and manner of the True ON . 5 


6 wry ; and ſuch are the champions ſent out to maintain 


it. No man can even gueſs, and indeed it is well he 
3 to what lowneſs of drudgery certain unfore- 
| ſeen and unexpected ſituations may conſign him. 
Can any drudgery be lower, than to engage with ſuch | 
antagoniſts as theſe ? and yet, if they are ſuffered to 
paſs we we are ſure to hear of nothing but 
Victory and Triumph. It muſt be this ſingle conſi- 


deration, I preſume, for it could be no other, which 


. occaſioned the following notice, ſlight as it is, to be 
+: taken of this ſo N mean, a production. 
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To the Printer of the LEICESTER JOURNAL. 


„ Pray, Mr. Gregory, what is become of Harriet 
and Lucy, whom we ſaw, in your laſt paper but 
<© one, debating ſo wiſely on the freedom of Election? 
Not, that I have any the leaſt paſſion about them: 
** for, do you know, Sir, that I had figured to my- 
<« ſelf two fine young girls, from whom I expected 
&« vivacity and wit? when, behold ! a couple of an- 
* cient reaſoning dames, proſing dull ſenſe upon a 
very dull ſubject. — Thus imagination eternally 
© deludes us; and my Junos proved to be rather 
_ ©. worſe than Clouds, 

I may juſtly call their ſubje& a dull one. . 
Hs people are conſtantly bawling out the old com- 


* 


“ plaint of encroachments upon the freedom of Elec- 


„ tion: as if they truly were acting openly upon the 
„ calmeſt, the faireſt, the moſt candid principles of 


5 ſimple- minded innocence, while the other ide were 


e working in the dark with all the artifice and fraud, 
„ which even malice and knavery can deviſe, What 
* yery trite worn-eut ſtuff is this! If Harriat and 
„Lucy have nothing to give the public more enter- 

'* taining than this, they had better be content with 
% admiring each other. 

It may be ſaid with boldneſs, bowels it may be 
„„ ſaid with truth, that there never was an Election 
yet, where the Candidates did not think it juſtifi= 

ET <« able to uſe the means of obtaining Votes, ſo ſtu- 


= pidly at preſent made a matter of complaint: that 


by... 55 We fcſ APRON? in their own perſons to the 
98905 E. 55 Elector 3 
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EleQor ; and, if their own perſonal intereſt could 


not prevail, they next applied to thoſe, whoſe in- 
tereſt with him might be ſtronger. This has al- 
ways been thought fair, and always been prac- 
tiſed by each Party, as they could. Luq; relates, 


that an agent of Mr. P. had uſed violence with a 
tenant, in threatening to turn him out, if he did 
not vote for his Principal. The thing is probably 
a fiction, invented merely for the purpoſe of car- 
rying on the war: but, if it were a truth, are not 
„e the weapons of retaliation at hand? and may not 
the ſame be proved upon Mr. H's agents as clearly, 
as that light proceeds from the ſun ? wy 
While theſe old Gentlewomen were deſcanting 
upon undue influence, they do not ſeem to have re- 
collected the letter, which was written by an agent 
of Lord Hyde to Mr. Ludlam where however their 
Party through eagerneſs miſtook a little, in ſup- 

e poſing they had influence, where they really had 
none,--—By the way, did any thing ever ſhew 
greater iniquity and greater folly, than the charge 
inſinuated in that letter againſt Mr. Ludlam? The 

* iniquity of it was diſplayed in Mr. Ludlam's an- 


ſwer, even to the confuſion of the moſt daring ob- 


loquy; and the folly of a charge ſo notoriouſly. 

< unjuſt, and hence hurting the cauſe which was 
meant to be ſerved, is ſo egregious, that (one would 
think) it could not have been committed in any 
country, excepting that of the ancient Bœotians. 
hut theſe very outrẽes and marvellous ſtrokes are 
« the things, which have already diſgraced, and 
will finally ruin us. "AC fo thick one upon 


8 | | 1 he another, 


"00 
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* another, they will infallibly confirm and perpetu- 
ate this opprobrious nick- name, which ſome have 
ec given us: and of which whatever may be the con- 
& ſequences, I am every day more and more con- 
<« yinced, that we may thank Old Intereſt entirely 

46 For r hag 
ra « I am, Sir, Yours, &c. 
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For my own part, 1 muſt be "a to 5 that theſe 
complaints about undue influence, which ever ſide 
they have come from, have always been unpleaſing 
and even diſguſting to me. Each party have availed 
_ themſelves of all the influence they could acquire: 
and if to acquire influence be indeed a fin, it is a 

| fin of which both have been guilty. There is in- 
deed an influence of a very unjuſtifiable ſort ; I mean, 
the influence of ſticks, ſtones, and bludgeons : and 
if the depoſitions from Harborough, concerning a pre- 
tended violence to the Freeholders there, had even 
te appearance of ſtanding upon any foundation at 
all, no body would be more ready to condemn it 
than myſelf. But they are indeed a burleſque upon 
depoſitions, and were thought ſo when printed by 
| the very party they were intended to ſerve. Harbo- 
rough no doubt is become illuſtrious by this election: 
it is illuſtrious for being the ſeat of reſidence to the 


Reverend Mr. Stephen Addington, ſo often mention- 


ed; and it is illuſtrious alſo for one Benton, who 
| keeps the Swan Inn of that town. This fellow is 
poo” the Sons puppy, that Nature in all 
; . E 2 0 Þ 
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ber caprices has yet thought fit toexhibit : whoſe name. 
bowever, need not have been recorded in the hiſtory of 
this election, if he had riot, with a moſt unparallelled 
inſolence and brutality, turned out of his yard certain 
gentlemen, friends of Mr. Pochin, or (which is the 
ſame thing) their ſervants and horſes ; refuſing to ac- 
commodate them, merely becauſe they ere to 
differ from him in the choice of a candidate: 
I have amuſed the reader above with witty things 
in verſe: let me detain him one moment longer with 
a witty thing in proſe; if that indeed can be called 
proſe, which 1s neither verſe nor proſe, but conſiſted ; 
_ almoſt of dumb ſhew only. There were with us, 
as I ſuppoſe there are in all ſuch caſes, houſes for 


committees ; where the leaders of each party aſſemble 


to conſult, and where clerks and proper agents are 
ſtationed to do buſineſs. Theſe houſes are more cu- 
rious in their regulation and manner, than can eaſily 
be imagined by one, who has never viſited them. 
| Whoever enters there, finds himſelf immediately in 
a ſtate of nature, where all things are upon a level 
| and common to all; and every man ſays and does, : 
what ſeemeth good unto him. And yet a moſt arbi- | 


ttary power is ſeen to prevail there. Diſpatches are 


ſigned, and papers ſent to the preſs, with the can- 


Jidate's name at the bottom, though the candidate 


perhaps be twenty miles diſtant: and orders, with- 
-_ out the leaſt reſpect to perſons, are given as authori- 
 tarively, and muſt be obeyed as implicitly, as any 
ever iſſued by the General from the Jeſuits office at 
Rome, In ſhort, we are ſent, at a moment” s warn- 
ing, to any part of the county, nay perhaps in ur- 

| gent 


: ĩͤ OE 


MEMOI RS, Sc. 3 


gent caſes to any part of the kingdom; not indeed 
like miſſionaries to propagate the goſpel in foreign 
parts, but, to uſe Sir Henry Wotton's language, ra- 
ther as embaſſadors to lie abroad for the good of our 


party. Well: over the door of one of theſe Com- 
mitte · Houſes — but, pray take the ſtory, as it was 


tranſmitted to me; for I may very probably ſpoil it 


in the as en 


0 8 I OS Leiceſter, Dec. 30, 1774. 
"I cc There is nothing ſo ſhocking and abandoned, s 


to which the depravity of men is not equal. 
* Lately was perpetrated at this place one of the 
—, moſt atrocious facts, which perhaps has diſgraced 
4 the annals of any country. Over the door of 
Mr. Hunger ford's Committee-Houſe was fixed a 
— _ quadrangular board, like a milk-board in 
Van alley, on which was inſcribed in capitals, 
=  HUNGERFORD's COMMIT TEE. Well, to 
be ſure, this board was, by certain Atheiſtical 
e yretches—for ſuch cannot believe either God or 
„Devil: I ſay, this board in the night was felo- 
_— niouſly taken, carried away, and affixed to that 
c execrated beam, at the bottom of Red Hill, near 
Mr. Alderman Oliver's houſe. And, not content 
with carryirg away the board, they tacked a 8 
„ per in its place with theſe opprobrious words, 
1 Hunger ford's Committee removed to the bottom f 
« Red Hill. —The times, and manners ! Can law 
or goſpel have any exiſtence here? What could 
« theſe miſcreants mean, by removing ſo reſpectable 


E 3 e a body 5 
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&« a body to fo diſgracing a ſituation ?=We hear, 
« that Mr, Alderman Oliver was ſtruck the firſt with 
* this moſt painful ſpectacle; which affected him ſo 
very ſenſibly, that he was ſcarcely able to remove 
* it. Poor unfortunate Gentleman !” 

The conteſt was now very far advanced, and alu 
began to put on a moſt ſerious aſpect; eſpecially 
among the partiſans of Old Intereft, who little dream- 
ed that they would come to this. They had built 
their hopes, as there is reaſon to believe, upon a 


ſuppoſed irreſolution and timidity in Mr. Pachin, 


which deceived them into a perſuaſion, that he never . 
would ſtand a poll. They had all along objected to 
him connections with the Houſe of Rutland, as the 


foundation, on which his firmneſs and perſeverance | 


was built; and, as I muſt needs think, they had 
treated that Houſe in a manner leſs decent and leſs 


ſttion to its influence, they were under any the leaſt 
| neceſſity of doing. In this ſituation of things, the 


890 following paper was inſerted i in the Leiceſter Journal bY 
of January the 71. ens 
«6 To the Printer of the Leiceſter Journal. 


„str, 1 Jun. 6. 1775. 
IT has conſtantly 8 objected to Mr. Pochin, 


4 ever ſince his inclinations led him to diſturb the peace. 
 & of the county, by offering himſelf as a candidate, 


« without leave firſt obtained from the gentlemen 


DE « of Old Intereſt, that he hath connections with the 


— Rutland family; and this * hath been 
. 
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e urged in a very ſingular ſtile and manner, as if 
c ſuch connections were not only a diſqualification 
ce to him as a candidate, but had ſomething allo in 
them even diſgracing. 

In your paper of December the 2d, Mr. Pochin's 
© friends are deſcribed as a ſet / men, who had long 
e ſerved under the banners of the Governor of Belvoir- 
& Caftle; towards which place Mr. Pachin hath caſt his 

„ oyes, as to that hill whence be was to derive his chief 
„„ aſſiſlance and ſupport. In that of December the 10th, 
e the celebrated Mr. Stephen Addington ridicules his 
* antagoniſt for taking a character of Mr. Pochin 
4 from the echo of the world, Climbing up fome hill 
in bis neighbourhood, ſaith this diſtinguiſhed perſon- 


gage, an eaſt wind whiſtles in his ears from the en- 
„ viren of Leiceſter, or of BELVOIR CASTLE, © 


„ Pochin far ever—and again, Pochin for ever—away : 


& he runs, huxza, boys! the whole world is crying, 

% Pygchin for euer.— The wit and urbanity of this is 

& not quite ſo Attic, as might be wiſhed : but no 
„ matter: it is not quoted for its wit and urbanity. 
An chat of December the 17th, a third writer 


. aſks Mr. Pochin, with an air of ſagacity that almoſt 
e pierceth, whether he does not place his grand ſecu- 


s rity in the ſupport of a certain DUCAL perſonage ? 
% And, if Mr, Pochin heſitates to acknowledge this, 
he then preſumes to aſk, whether, upon a former 
„ occaſion, he did not reje& a propoſal from the 
Gentlemen of Old Intereſt, becauſe his connections 


with the Rutland family precluded him from accepting | 


s affiflance from any other quarter ? Let this magi- 
« terial writer be informed, if he does not know it 
„ & ff  - 
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already, that Mr. Pochin is incapable of making ſo 
fooliſh a reply: to make ſuch replies as theſe, 
belongs ſolely to Old Intere/?; and the privilege, 
with my conſent, ſhall be veſted in them and their 
heirs for ever. The writer had ſpoke better 
ſenſe, and been nearer the truth too, if he had 


made Mr. Pochin reply, that he could not accept 
 aſſiflance from the Gentlemen of the Old Intereſt, be- 


cauſe it was offered upon condition, that he would make 
a formal and ſolemn renunciat ion of conneftians, with 
the Rutland family and all his friends; and thus 


ſubmit to be, as in effect he muſt have n the E 


loweſt inftrument of the Tory-Party. 
« But to return: I have extracted the reg 


paſſages to ſhew, what an utter diſqualification 
< and even blemiſh in a candidate it is deemed by 
Ol Intereſt, to have any connection with this no- 


ble family: and really from theſe writers it ſnould 


ſeem, as if ſome very malignant taint was acquired 

„ by this connection, and the party became infected 
ſo peſtilentially as it were, that he could not be 
received among the patrons of Old Intereſt, till ge 
ſhould have performed a ſort of quarantain; 


could not be initiated into the myſteries of Old 
Intereſt, till he ſhould have been cleanſed and 


purified by certain preparatory rites : and ſome I 
* perceive are of opinion, that, if Mr. Pochin had 

16 
5 60 
8 


but carried himſelf rightly and duly through this 
previous ceremonial, upon the occaſion alluded to 


above, he would long ago have been one of the 
os Epoptai « or Nos among them. . 


5 $j A | 


-:* "06 


© ſoul and ſpirit, which ſhould 1 more elpecially diſ- | 
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«©: produced perſonages, who have been illuſtrious 
in the arts of war and peace; and if we confine 
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For my own part, I ſhall not ſcruple to con- 
feſs, that, whatever may be meant by ſerving 
under the banners of the Rutland family, I had 
rather ſerve under theſe, than under the banners 
of Old Interefl, The houſe of Rutland hath al- 
ways been diſtinguiſhed by its zeal and firmneſs 
for the natural rights and liberties of men; hath 


our view to the preſent riſing hopes of the family, 
what may we not expect from him, either as a 
man of ſenſe, a ſcholar, a gentleman, or a noble- 


man? He has all the virtues and accompliſhments - 


of a private gentleman, joined to that greatneſs of 


0 tinguiſh the Noble. 


„ Should Old Intereſt however perſiſt, that per- 
„ ſons, even ſuch as I deſcribe, would yet be very 
«©. ynhit to repreſent men of their ſpirit and principles, 


cc 


« 


cc 
Sd; 
ca 


EI ſhall not contend, Their principles, if I miſ- 
ſtake not, are principles not of the noble, the 
"a6 
& of ſlaves, not of gentlemen ; of monks and viſion- 
« 


enlarged, the liberal kind: they are the principles 


aries, not of men, who deſerve the name of chri- 


© ſtians: and, in ſhort, are ſo far from having any Z 
cc 


thing free or independent in them, as their advo- 
cates affect to boaſt, that nothing can be more 
contracted, mean, and deſpicable, And for the 
ſpirit and temper, which theſe principles have in- 


4 ſpired, it is ſuch a ſpirit and temper, as ſuch prin- 
e ciples will always inſpire; our, n. arbi- 


Rr 8 trary, and perſecuting. 


« If 
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c If, after all, I have miſtaken this ſpirit and 
<<. theſe principles, let ſome champion of Old Intert 
*© ſtep boldly forth, and ſhew us what they are. 
Let him ridicule my ignorance, and rebuke my 
<« forwardneſs, in attempting to deſcribe what 1 
<< really did not know; and let him preſent us with 
“ ͤ more agreeable and pleaſing picture. I ſhall 
“é patiently ſubmit; nay, I ſhall even be obliged: 
and I promiſe him on my part to co-operate with 
him in his purpoſe, by making him as inſtructing 
and entertaining to the public as I can, But till 
„this be done, I ſhall hardly get rid of thoſe un- 
«© gracious and degrading attitudes, under which 0/4 


©. Intereſt hath hitherto exhibited the human form 
« divine, as Milton calls it; and which, if they did 
not ſeem ſo very ſerious and in earneſt, T ſhould 


« Te they intended for caricatures of it, 
N I am, Sir, Tours, Ce. 
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But is it not right to reſiſt the Nobles ? Do they 
not interfere too much with the Commons? Are not 
the Houſe of Commons in danger of being made by 


the Houſe of Lords? and ſhall we not then be upon 


the verge of an Ariſtocracy ? To which it may be 
replied, that if there really be virtue enough left 


among Britains to preſerve their liberty, as I truſt 
and hope there is, let this liberty for heaven's ſake 
be preſerved, If the Commons of the kingdom dif- 


dain connections with the Nobles, let the Nobles be 
kept at a diſtance. 5 But Why muſt a particular fa- 
af? ge gs” 
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mily be ſingled out, for bigotted and narrow-minded 
party-men to level their il] humor and ill breeding 
at ? a family too, on whom, if we muſt finally reſt 
on Nobles, we may repoſe ourſelves more ſecurely, 
than on others WIE oy would be r to recom- 
mend to us. 
Mean while, how came it ever to be imagined at 
all, that the Freeholders of Leiceſterſhire, by ac- 
cepting the intereſt of the Houſe of Rutland, (for 
really this is all, which can reaſonably be meant by 
this ſo much dreaded connection) muſt unavoidably 


| become ſaves and deperidents on that Houſe ? The 


Houſe of Devonſhire reſides in the county of 
Derby: hath an exceeding large property, with an 


intereſt ſufficient to carry almoſt any thing. I will 


draw no compariſon between the gentlemen of Old MYM 
Inter and the gentlemen of Derbyſhire, becauſe 


gentry and frecholders of that county are not upon 


4⁊ꝛ24s enlarged and liberal a footing, and as far 


from being flaves or dependents, as the gentry and 
freeholders of any county whatever? Mankind do 
not become ſlaves under the ſhelferrand protection of 
| ſuch Houſes, as the Houſes of Devonſhire and Rut- 
land. The Nobles of theſe Houſes have held and 

do hold large and generous principles; are friends 
and lovers of mankind ; and, it is preſumed, have 


nothing more at heart, than to preſerve to all men 


| the full and fair poſſeſſion of their natural rights and 
privileges. It is not eaſy to conceive, how things 
may lie in the head of a True Old Intereſi man; elſe 
I ſhould make myſelf very ſure, that all this dread 
a ä * | "_ 


| 
| 
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of the Houſe of Rutland was nothing more, than a 
pretext for keeping up a ſpirit of party ; in order, as 
I ſhould fancy, to have the pleaſure, once in ſeyen 


years at leaſt, of exerting violent e in favor pf 


fooliſh prejudices. | 
The day for taking the ooll. was now v approach- 


ing; when, behold ! a very fierce, but ſurely a very 


frivolous, diſpute aroſe between the candidates, 


concerning the place where this poll ſhould be taken. 
It was deemed inexpedient as well as irregular by 
Mr. Pochin, to have it fixed within the precincts of 
the Borough: and the place, which the Sheriff had 
pitched upon out of it, ſeemed ſo very incommodi- 
ous, that Mr. Hungerford thought it neceſſary to 
ſignify in the public paper, that it was done with- 
out any concurrence or even knowledge of his. Nay, 
by way of ridiculing the incommodiouſneſs of the 
place, his agents put out a hand- bill, ſetting forth, 
that the poll was to be taken at the top of St. 
Martin's ſpire, and that the voters were to be 
. drawn up in baſkets: for theſe. gentry would now 
and then be aiming at wit, though their talents lay 
vaſtly remote from any thing of this ſortrt. 


The place of polling however was at length Gn . 


N at the caſtle, and it began upon che 12th of | 
January; when nothing ſingular was obſerved, un- 


leſs that may, be called a ſingularity, which ſeems 


to have given "ns to the writer of the follow 


ing letter. 


; i event. Nepos in Alcib, 
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« To the Printer of the. nn 


| cc 7 « #4 2 5 5 N . 8 12. 
„ As we were marching this morning to the 
4 Caftle, I obſerved'upon the flags certain words in- 


cc ſcribed, ſuch as Loyalty, Liberty, Independency, Heſ- L 


1 pitaiity, &c. all which I perfectly well underſtood ; 


« but in Mr. Hungerford's flag I ſpied the word 
« Ability, the meaning of which I could not ſo clearly 
< aſcertain; but, from its being thus ſingularly ex- 
ec hibited to public view, imagined, that it muſt be 
e of nice and curious interpretation. Does it, 1 
„ wonder, mean ſtrength of body? That, in the 
days of Hercules, was of the firſt ſort of merit; 

© and is probably the merit intended here. It is 
e at leaſt the merit, by which Ol Intere/t are chiefly 

_ < diſtinguiſhed : for, according to the prophecy of 


< 


an ancient writer, they cultivate ſtrength of body, 


" Others wil have it allude to intelles ae; ; 


„ and ſay, that Mr. Hungerford means nothing leſs 
than to declare, that he is able in mind and men- 


tal acquiſitions, and qualified far beyond the or- 


by * dinary run of candidates to occupy a ſeat in the 
* Houſe of Commons. If Mr. Hungerford really 
"OF means this, 'tis the modeſteſt declaration that ever 


ES a ) y 9h, Beotij magis Frmitati aper, gram | ingen nj acumini, 


0 WAS 


rather than Fans or  Arengt b of 1 wn e 22 : 
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© was made. Candidates are * content with 
« promiſing, that they will acquit themſelves to the 
„ %% of their powers, or as well as they can : but 
<< here is a candidate, who puts can entirely out of 
s the queſtion ; proclaims to all the world the ſuffi- 
“ ciency of his powers; and gives us to underſtand, 
<« that, if he does not acquit himſelf up to perfection, 
be the cauſe, as Shakeſprar ſays, mult he ſolely in his 
6e will. | 

3 Mr. Hhmearfird's agents, and not Mr. * 
e gerford, are the authors of this moſt extraordinary 


exhibition, I ſhall only ſay, that it is quite of a 


«© which chex, kane tilblared in the conintof this. 
affair. Mr. Hungerford has not been inſulted with 


a want of abilities: it would be wrong to inſult 


f „ any man with not being, what he 1s not formed 
to be. But it would certainly be right in Mr. 


% Hungerford and his agents, to be ſomewhat more 


„ madeſt, as well as ſomewhat more politic, than to 8 i 
e talk of abilities; for ſurely there is little policy in 
ES... ſtarting a topic, which muſt in the iſſue diſgrace 


| © the cauſe it is intended to ſerve. Mr, Addington 
« indeed informs us, that not the warmeſt of Mr. 
% FHungerford's opponents have ever diſputed his abi- 
« lities.z and I on the other hand will inform Mr. 
_ * Addington, that I have heard them very greatly 
on 
© againſt Mr. Hungerford, and who intereſt them- 5 
« ſelyes little in the preſent conteſt. 5 
But the diſpute is impertinent, and had better 3 
« be pgs; 1 have my to wiſh, that every man 
8 would | 


diſputed, and by perſons too, in no ways prejudiced 
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< would be modeſt and decent, let his abilities be 
« what they will; and, above all, that certain per- 
© ſons would not expoſe themſelves to ridicule and 
«© contempt, when there is every conceivable . 

* _ their ſo doing, 


« LEICESTRIENSIS. * 


Some have NY that if Bages could have 
foreknown, what has ſince been revealed in the 
Leiceſter Journal of the 11th of February, far from 
being diſguſted with the term Ability, he would have 


felt the extreme propriety of it, The Journaliſt de- 


1 livers himſelf in form and manner following: 


5 ce On Monday laſt John Peach Hungerford, Eſa; 
e the worthy newly elected member for this county, 


took the oaths and his ſeat in the Houſe of Com- 


* mons. Immediately, after Mr. Hungerford had gone 


through the uſual forms and ceremonies, came on 5 ; 
the grand national debate, reſpecting Great Bri- 
“d tain and the Colonies: when that gentleman gave 


„ convincing proofs of his Parliamentary Abilities, 


* and did not leave the Houſe till three o'clock on 


„„ Tueſday morning. Mr. Hungerford voted for the 


1 Americans being eompelled to obey the Britin 
1 * laws,” 


Yet, whit do we collect from this extraordinary . 
paragraph? Why, that this grand conteſt did not 


come on, till Mr. Hungerford was compleatly ſeated 5 
in the Houſe; that, from its coming on immediately 


| after, it ſeems to haye been made a point by the 
| Houle, 


—  — — —— — 3 wo 


64 
© Houſe, that ſo grand a conteſt ſhould not come on, 
till ſo extraordinary a member ſhould be ſeated ; and 


that Mr. Hungerford gave convincing proofs of his Par- 
_ liamentary Abilities —by what? not, I ſuppoſe, by 
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voting on the ſide of the miniſtry, becauſe any abi- 


lities are equal to That; but by keeping himſelf 


awake till three o'clock in the morning, perhaps 


without a flapper : for it is certain, that the gentle- 
man did not utter a ſingle word upon the point un- 
der debate. What Ow is a poſtſcript to the 
: 9 g letter. | 


WRT P. 8. I bave FI been informed of A certain 
& hand- bill, ſetting forth, that the poll was to be 
taken at the top of St. Martin's church, and that 

the voters were to be drawn up in baſkets. This, 
I ſuppoſe, was meant as a ftroke of ſmartneſfs 
3 upon the incommodiouſneſs of ſome ſituation, | 

„ which the Sheriff had fixed for the place of poll- 


ing; and paſſes, it ſeems, with the party for wit. 
3 


2 . 


If it is indeed wit, it muſt be wit in this country 


« only : for ſurely in any other, nay even in this, 
„ excepting the few ſpots where Old Intereſi pre- 
E vails, nothing would be deemed more ridiculouſly 


low and vulgar. . I have done all I can to ward 
cM 


off from my unhappy countrymen the vexatious 


5 « imputation of being a dull, thick-headed, ſtupid 
* people; and more particularly from Old Intere et, 
on whom this imputation has lain the heavieſt. I 
/ © have hinted more than once to this ſaid Intereſt, 
and I have collected it chiefly from my contempla» 
2 tions upon them, that the ſoil of this country doth 


not 
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© not ſeem proper for the growth of wit: but no 
&* hints nor admonitions have availed in the leaſt, 
and they ſtill go blundering on without fear as 
« yell as wit. If it hath not pleaſed God to make 
them a ſharp and rity tribe, as certainly it hath 
& not, they ſhould ſurely be content with what he 


„ hath made them. To cultivate a little home» 


ſpun ſenſe in a plain honeſt way, is what they 
* ſhould aim at; and, as nothing beyond this hath 
e been entruſted to them, it is all they ſhould aim 
«© at: ever bearing in remembrance, what they have 
&« given but too frequent occaſions for us to know 
and feel, that we do not breath the pure ztherial 
air of Athens, (the terue cœlum Athenarum, as 
Cicero ſays) but the groſs, denſe, oppreſſive damps 


of Bceotia: ; — Bevtum in cal.) jurares are 
40 6 
fo natas,” N 


„ LEICESTRIENSIS,” = 


It was obſerved by — —, Eſq; that there 
muſt certainly have been ſome miſtake in the above 

concerning the place fixed upon for polling, and that 

the top of St. Martin's ſpire could not poſſibly be it; = 


that ſtation having been occupied long fince by one 


Mr. Tony Weathercock : but what this means, or who 
this Mr. Tony Weathercech really is, I have not been 
able, after my moſt diligent enquiries, | even to con- 
. Son 
The two following pieces are anſwers to the Lai. 7 
cg eftrienſis of January the : and the third i iS a re- 
oy to theſe, WEE” _ 


FF 


„5 
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60 To the P R INT E R, 
0 SIR, 


44 Aren, metuunt armenta leones. 


«* Vol. 
8 Ain, arm ye ſhepherds, and your folds defend ; 


The tawny lions from the hills deſcend. 


« A Writer, who calls himſelf Leice/trienfis in 


ce 


cc 


"0; 


BY 


your two laſt Journals, hath choſen to walk over 
the election ground afreſh, and with great con- 
fidence taken the whole buſineſs upon himſelf. 
From his firſt letter I flattered myſelf he intended 


only pleaſantry and amuſement ; and was much 


delighted with his deſign of diverting the minds 


cc 


of the populace, during this troubleſome interval, 


nw” 


40 


4c 


60 
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oi 


* as the good people of Rome are ſaid to have ; 
been pacified and called to order on a like occa- 


ſion, by the ſtory of the—Limbs and the Belly.— 


But how was I diſappointed and amazed, to ſee 
him in your laſt Journal, enter the liſts, armed 


cap-a-pee, flinging down his gauntlet, and with 
menaces demanding the combat. I find he has 


only diſmiſſed his troops and reduced the battle to 
ſingle combat, that he alone may have the glory 
of the victory. He talks to us in the ſtyle of the 
Maſtert of the noble ſcience of Defence; but to be 
explicit with this champion, if we have a clear 
« ſtage and free acceſs to it, we have little reaſon to 
© be afraid of him. The argumentative part of 
this buſineſs, lies in ſmall compa We ap- 


8 e JO : 


cc 
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prehend the Commons have the ſole right of chu; 
ſing their own repreſentatives; that this right is 
broke in upon, when this choice is influenced by 
members of the Upper Houſe. The Houſe of 
Rutland, from its great poſſeſſions in this coun- 


* ty, is more likely than any other noble houſe to 


obtain this influence, and the power of telling us 
who ſhall be our members: againſt ſuch power 
the gentlemen of this yet independent county 


have long united; which union has, time imme- 


morial, been called the Independent, or if you 


pleaſe, the Old Independent Intereſt of this coun- 
ty. Where, Sir, is the meanneſs or the bigotry of 


theſe principles? Is it bigotry to ſtand up for the 


| liberties of our country ?—Bigotry is then become 
a virtue — The good policy of leſſer ſtates uniting. 
againſt a great neighbouring power, is univerſally 


allowed. Our adverſaries have acknowledged the 


above reaſoning ; by firſt placing their candidate 
upon this independent ground ; but finding it not 

tenable, they have been forced to ſhift it —Fie, 
gentlemen, this is very unfair dealing !=this is 
ſending out Patroclus in Achilles's armour, and 5 
4 ſeems to me prophetic of his fate, 


4 For 6 a prey to Vultures ſhall be ds: 
6 His own Achilles cannot lend him aid. 


Fa. s Hom. 


— The ronneBion with the great family is at length 


avowed, becauſe it could no longer be concealed ; 


and it 18 now the buſineſs of this writer to juſtify ay 


T2 a B 
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cc 
cc 


cc 


the meaſure. I am apt to believe this writer's 
zeal hath hurried him further than what he at 
firſt intended; ard that he hath taken fire from 


© his own motion, as wheels are ſaid to do upon 


ſome occaſions, His zeal hath prompted him, 
not only to fall foul on individuals, but to artathe- 


matize the greater part of this extended county, 


under the name of Ola Intereſt; and by a fingle 
ſtroke of his pen, hath at once given us a ſample 
both of his zeal and of his charity, All this I 


could have borne with ; but he does not flop here; 


full of the true ſpirit of Quixotiſm, he quarrels 


* with the very air he breathes in, and hath ſpoken 
© reproachfully of this my native country, No 
Sir !—hitherto I have kept my temper with this 


writer, but I diſclaim all terms with him for the 


“ future; my country and I will periſh together. 


What an ungracious ſon-in-law is this! who, 
\ whilſt he is ſo plentifully ſuckled by his ſtep-mo- ” 
ther, complains of the foulneſs of her breath. 
The Emperor who raiſed a large ſubſidy from 


urine never once found fault with its ſmell. He 


probably would be glad to exchange this foggy . 
atmoſphere of ours, for the purer air of Landaf 

or Bangor. Be it ſo; I ſhall not object; I am 

content with liberty and my native country. 1 

do not pretend to ſay, that this beloved country of 
mine produces Golden-Apples, like a certain iſland 

in the neighbourhood of Bœotia; but I am too 

«© well informed that Golden-Cabbages are at this time 


very n in it. 1 would adviſe my friends by 


„ n 


6 


cc 
cc 


ce 


cc 


cc 
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no means to touch them ; to ſtoop for them, has 
been always fatal. 
« Before I conclude, I cannot help congratulating 


my dear countrymen on the near proſpect of 
peace. In a few days their feuds and bickerings 
will be at an end, and we may again mingle in 
feſtive merriment without kicking of ſhins : 
Leiceſtrienſis and I ſhall be no more engaged in 
the childiſh play of flinging of dirt : our brother 
freeholders may return to their freeholds again in 


peace, and quietly enjoy themſelves under their 
own vines and their own fig-trees. 


he Tam, by e. 


8. PRO PATRIA. F 


: — Libertas & natal 22 


« To the PRINTER, 
« SIR, 


* AS an des deformed, and falſe vifture of . 


cc 


Old Intere/t appeared in laſt Saturday's paper, in 


- "66 
cc 
= 


- "BE 


cc 


(0 


order to prejudice the electors at the enſuing elec- 


tion; give me leave, in a few words, to ſet this 8 
matter in a true light, _ 


“ Old Intere/t conſiſts of gentlemen frm friends to 


„ monarchy, and to our happy conſtitution in church | 


and ſtate, watchful againſt all pernicious inno- 
vations, and guarding againſt the artifice and 
craft of her enemies to undermine her eſta- 
bliſbment: that they may not be forced fruitleſsly : 


FS. . 
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& to aſk that taleration, which they now freely 
& grant to others of different ſentiments. 
„The oppoſite party conſiſts of Arians, Soci- 


C“ njans, Deiſts, and Sectaries of all denominations, 


who are united by one common enmity againſt 


„the Church of England, but crumble into no- 
thing like a rope of ſand when the cement is 


diſſolved. And though I own there are men of 


& liberal ſentiments and orthodox principles, that 
may make uſe of this party, as a ladder to climb 


into power, yet I appeal to the world if has Is 


1 not the notorious characteriſtic of each party. 


Fg =. A bem. Member of the 
* Jan. 10, uns. . Cuuncn of ExcLanp.” 


25 * 70 the Printer of the : Leiceſter Journal, 


« SIR, 


_ «TWO writers, ſuch as writers unn now, have 
= given us at length ſome account of Old Intere/?, 
i 6 and what is implied in that much hackneyed and 
technical term. One of them treats it politically, 
e but this ſo far only, as the houſe of Rutland is 
c“ ſuppoſed to be concerned; the other preſents it to 

us under its theological form, with thoſe diſtinguiſh- 
ing and friking features, which have made i it ever 
„ amijable in the eyes of its adorers. 
. © The political gentleman, who ſigns Pro Paid, : 
— "> explains himſelf thus. The Commons have the 
b ſole right of chuſing their repreſentatives : : this 


W. * Fight 
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right is broke in upon, when the choice is in- 
fluenced by Peers: the houſe of Rutland is more 


© likely than any other noble houſe to obtain this 


influence, and the power of telling us who ſhall 
be our members: againſt ſuch power the gentle- 


* men of this county have long united : and this 
union, it ſeems, is what conſtitutes Old Intereft. — 
I am as much againſt ſuch power, as Pro Patrid 
can poſſibly be; and on this account felt a juſt 


* indignation, when I was informed, that a certain 


6 


Lord had preſumed to call this County h:s County, 


and the Members of it his Members: and for the 


non-interference of the Peerage, let it be as rigid- 


ly obſerved, as the law directs, and as this writer 
and his party affect to wiſh. I fay ect; for it 
is indeed nothing more than affeRation. Od In- 
tereſt haye plainly no objection to the influence of 
Peers: they only object to the Rutland family; 
to whom they pretend we muſt all become flaves, 


e becauſe truly we accept of that weight, which 


their poſſeſſions give them; and which doubtleſs 
Old Intereſt, were it offered to them, would with 


moſt pure and undefiled hands refuſe. But no- 


thing can be more ſtupidly or more maliciouſly 
pretended : and therefore, to cut the diſpute with 
Pro Patria as ſhort as may be, I ſhall content 


myſelf with declaring once more, that the houſe 


of Rutland hath always been diſtinguiſhed by 7. 


„% zeal and firmneſs for the, natural rights and liberties 


$ 0 
- "0 


of men; and that for this reaſon and no other, if 
1 muſt ſerve under the banners of a x Peerage, i it ſhall 


TF4 | Fi | © be 
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“ be the Peerage of that houſe preferably to any 
„ houſe, which Old Intereſt will preſent to us. 
The other writer deſcribes the characteriſties of 
e both Parties: I ſuppoſe, that Old Intereſt, by being 


4 contraſted as it were, may appear with greater 


© luſtre —O/d Intergſt, ſays he, conſiſts of gentle- 


«© men, firm friends to Monarchy, and to our happy 
* conſtitution in Church and State, watchful againſt 
& all pernicious innovations, and guarding againſt . 
<< the artifice and craft of her enemies. The oppo- 


<« ſite party conſiſts of Arians, Socinians, Deiſts, 
e and Sectaries of all denominations, who are uni- 


ee ted in one common enmity againſt the Church of . 
England. — This now is the Theological account 
« of Old Intereſt, and raiſeth up freſh to our view | 
< all the old obſolete notions of Divine, Hereditary, . 
c and Indi ſeaſible R ight, Paſſive Obedience, Non-re- 
— Hance, &c. Sc. notions, which were firſt ſtarted 
< and propagated under the tyrannical and oppreſſive 5 


ve 


e reigns of the Stuarts; which were afterwards re- 
& vived and encouraged by the Tory Adminiſtration | 
of Anne, when the Miniſtry were concerting mea- 
«6 ſures for the ſucceſſion of the Pretender ; but . 
te which have long ago been refute again and again, | 


80 and are now exploded by all men of ſenſe. 


% Pro Patria may probably ſee now, if he did [ 


not ſee it before, why I give the epithets of mean, 
1 contrafted, and deſpicable to the principles of Old 


< Intereſt ; and why I conſider the maintainers of 


ce ſuch principles, as no better than Monks and . 
60 Slaves. He is careful himſelf never to — once by | 


TT | « ſonage: he 1s of the genuine, ſour, old leaven, 7" 


T 
cc 
T 
c 
60 
<c 
c 
cc 
Te 
7 
ce 
6 


cc 


MEMOIRS, Se. 73 


upon theſe pernicious abſurdities, which have ſo 


degraded human nature, and ſo diſturbed human 


happineſs; and I muſt own, in juſtice to this 
writer, that I can diſcover, amidſt the confuſion 
of political wrangling, ſomething of humanity 


and good temper at the bottom of him. Indeed I 
* ſhould have had little to have complained of in 


this adverſary, if he had not ſcourged me ſo un- 
mercifully with his wit :— flings down his gauntlet 


armed cap-a- pee plentifully ſuckled—Landaff or 


Bangor. ;—doubtleſs he did not conſider, that the 


wit of Old Intereſt is of the ſharpeſt and keeneſt 


ſort; and that a man muſt be much more callous, 


e than it is my good fortune to be, not to be affect- 


cc 


| bs 


ed moſt ſenſibly with it. N 


«© My other antagoniſt is quite. a Aeg per- ö 


„ and breathes a ſpirit ſuitable to his complexion 


* 
1 

ce 
Yo 


s of time and argument? Is it poſſible to make the 


cc 
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and principles. He declares the pidlure I give of 
& Old Intereſt to be odious, deformed, and falſe ;— 
* odious and deformed, I am moſt ready to grant; 


but by no means falſe, as might eaſily be ſhewn. 
But to what purpoſe ſhewn ? and why any waſte 


| leaſt impreſſion towards a recovery upon men ſo 
© bigotted and hardened, and who are poſſeſſed with 
ſuch a ſpirit, as the ſpirit of Old Inter? No: 
it is not poſſible. With this they have long been 


cramped and bowed together, like the woman in the 
W_ with a — of r 3 and from this, 
e 


re 
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* Jike the ſaid woman, they can never be looſed (I 
« am perſuaded) without a miracle. | 


Jun. 17, 3775 * LEICESTRIENSIS. 


p. S. Since I wrote the bose, a corps of voters 
„in favor of Mr. Hungerford, and as I ſuppoſe te- 
«© nants of Lord Huntingdon, have entered Leiceſter 
in procefſional form; and with a flag at their 
head, on which was inſeribed Liberty and the Houſe 
, Haſtings, This I take to be the contrivance 
| ©. of an enemy, on purpoſe to injure Mr. Hunger- 
« ford's cauſe, and poſſibly to throw an aſperſion 
c upon Lord Huntingdon. My reaſons are theſe. In 
<< the firſt place, Lord Huntingdon has moſt certainly 
declared, that he would ſtand in the preſent con- 
«teſt abſolutely neuter ; from which I cannot but 
N 66 conclude, that this parade muſt have been con- 
| ©& certed and conducted without his conſent, or 
s even knowledge: nay, I think I may go farther, 
* and ſay, that his Lordſhip, when he ſhall hear 
of it, will be exceedingly diſpleaſed. Secondly, 
it is not eaſy to conceive, that Old Intere/f, who 
have exclaimed ſo vehemently againſt the interfe- 
4 rence or influence of Peers, and whoſe meaſures 
„& have hitherto ſavored of the moſt refined policy, 
„ ſhould at laſt be guilty of ſo ſhameful and diſ- 
“ gracing an inconſiſtency, as not only to accept 
their aſſiſtance, but even to ſerve literally under 
4 thar banners. —1 could wiſh, that, none of our 


| 6 1 
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© party had done this wicked deed ; for I cannot 
c ſubſcribe to that of Virgil, 
Dolus an Virtus, 1 in hoſte requirat 2 


1 Appen Leieeftrienſs might think, that it would 
not become him to be too particular and ſerious 
with ſuch a writer as Pro Patrid : elſe he might have 
convicted him of blunders from one end to the other; 

and, above all, that he actually miſtook the object, 

againſt whom his piece was directed. Pro Patrid 
calls Leice/lrienſis ſon-in-law, as if no native of the 
county; repreſents him as plentifully ſuckled, that is, 

largely preferred in it; and, laſtly, ſuppoſes him to 
be ſighing after dignities, and wanting to be a Bi- 


2 ſhop. Whereas, if the writer, who has taken the 


1 tion, quies and inde;:ondence, | 


name of Leiceſtrienſis in this controverſy, be not uni- 
verſally miſtaken, the very reverſe of all theſe is the 


No real matter of fact with him. For, in the firſt 


3 place, he is moſt certainly a native of the county, 
as his ſignature indicates. In the next, he is 
not highly preferred in this or any other county, 
but derives above two thirds of his family's ſup- 
port from ſources, not eccleſiaſtic. And, laſtly, 
be is ſo far from ſighing after dignities, that 
perhaps he is at- this hour the moſt ſingular man 
alive, in never having courted preferment at all: 
not, as is well known, becauſe he wanted acceſs io 
| thoſe, who could have preferred him; but, becauſe 
his humor did not lead him to give an ambitious turn 
to his life and ſtudies, but to content himſelf with 
; ' competency, and to ſeek his happineſs in contempla- 


1 
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Jo go on with our hiſtory, which is now drawing 
to a e The conteſt ended, after a ſixteen 
days poll, upon the 26th day of January ; when, 


upon caſting up the books, a majority of an hun- 
dred and twenty was found for Mr. Hungerford, It 


is remarkable, and indeed greatly to the honor of the 


county, that neither during the courſe of the poll, 
nor at the final concluſion of it, was the leaſt tu- 
mult raiſed, or the leaſt violence offered, by the friends 
of either party ( . Vet what dreadful accounts of 
| intended tumults and violence were univerſally pro- 
pagated before the day of polling, and as univer- 
 fally believed by both the Great Vulgar and the 
Small! It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that no man 
ventured to Leiceſter, after the commencement of 


the poll, without ſettling his family affairs firſt ; 


l there was ee talked of but outrage and 


= (a) Nor aid any thing happen 3 in any reſpect Mees . 
following real matter of fact; which I think ought by no means to 


periſh with the Journal of the day, and ſhall therefore here be re- 


corded in the words of the Journaliſt.“ John Holmes, a little far- 


« mer, in the vale of Belvoir, from pure reſpeCt. and zeal for Lord 
e Granby, came here to poll, although the ſtate of his health was 


very indifferent. Upon his arrival at the inn, he found himſelf 
&« worſe, and defired to be conducted immediately to the huſtings, leſt 
death ſhould intervene, and defeat his purpoſe : upon which he was 
""M carried, and voted for Mr. Pochin, and expired within a few hours 
e after. The circumſtances of this affair being related to Lord 
% Granby, the tear was obſerved to ſtart into his honeſt eye; and he 
E inſtantly ordered, that the widow ſhould receive 30 l. a year, and 


00 one of the farmer's ſons be taken into his family; but the farmer 


| 6 being found to have only a daughter, his Lordſhip ordered 40 l. : 
« a year to the widow' his was honeſtly and candidly repre- 


| ſented by the Leiceſter Journaliſt, conſidering that he is, both by 
. * temperament and e cannexiauhy a partiſan of the True Old Intereſt. 


LE: 1 | | | bloodſhed» 
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bloodſhed, and becauſe no man was ſure of returri- 
ing home with life. 

The credulity of men in . is tagt great; 
but; from what I obſerved at this election, I am al- 
moſt of opinion, that the credulity of Leiceſterſhire 
men-exceeds even that of the reſt of the world, No 
| ſooner was it advertiſed; in thoſe fooliſh hand-bills 
already mentioned, that “ the poll was to be taken 
ce at the top of St. Martin's ſpire, and that the vo- 


é tets were to be drawn up in baſkets,” but I was 5 


ſurrounded by numbers of my honeſt countrymen 
from among the Old Intersft ; who wanted ſeriouſſy 


to be informed, how the machinery was to be con- 
ſtructed, where the Sheriff would fit, what contri- 


vances for regiſtering the votes, how certain of the 


voters were to be got up without danger to their 


perſons, and particularly 5 et, who it 
: ſeems is very corpulent, &c. Se. 5 
Tue election being now ended, it remained only 
for the candidates to make their acknowledgments 
to their friends reſpectively; which they did in the 
7 following addreſſes to the Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Freeholders of the Sau of Leiceſter, _ 


c © GenTLawEN, 


5 « 1 Cannot atiribute the exertion you have FOR 
© in my ſupport, during the late conteſt, ſo much 
© to a perſonal regard for myſelf, as to your zeal 
66 to promote the true independent cauſe i in which 1 
| . . x7; ON have 


* 
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cc 1050 e 1 feel myſelf a in having 


« ſtood forth its aſſertor; and more ſo in finding, 


„ that the ſteps I have taken have met with your 


4 approbation ; but what ſtill gives me the greateſt 
6 ſatisfaction is, that I have ſelected ſuch true and 


© ſteady friends, who upon any future occaſion will 
be ready to ſhew themſelves ſuperior to the influ- £ 


c ence of party prejudice. 
„For your ſervices I muſt ever remain your grate- 


„ful debtor. To the worthy High Sheriff I beg 

56 leave to return my thanks for the impartiality of 
his conduct, and great attention to preſerve the 
freedom of election during the courſe of the poll. 
My worthy opponent will pleaſe to accept my 
© thanks for his attention to preſerve that peace and 
good order, which I myſelf was equally ſolicitous 

to effect. As I ſhould always have had in view 
the tfue intereſt of my country, had I by your 9 
= ſuffrages been placed in a public ſtation, ſo ina 
private one it ſhall be my conſtant ſtudy not to 
« forfeit the good opinion you have already enter- af 
« * tained of me, who have the honor to be, 8 


0 85 « Gentlemen, a 
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66 GenTLEMEN, 


«© AFTER a tedious but ſucceſsful conteſt, by 


* which I am placed in the very honorable ſtation 


« of your Repreſentative in Parliament, I have now 


che compleat ſatisfaction of paying my compli- 


ments of congratulation to you, and of exprefling 
my beſt thanks for the very able ſupport I have 
experienced, from the firſt hour of my canvaſs, 
| © to the final cloſe of the poll.—Every gentleman, 
and every freeholder, muſt now be convinced, that 
neither flattery, nor the moſt, urgent importunity, 
nor menace, nor application of any ſort, can af- 


fect that inflexible integrity, by which the free- 


ne mark my future conduct. 


To thoſe gentlemen, who with ſo much 13 
eto themſelves have engaged in the cauſe of free- 


„ dom, and to whoſe activity I am obliged, my 


ese heſt thanks are due. But a remembrance of their 
44 ſervices will hold one of the firſt Faces i in 4 
- « boſom. 
To the many whoſe warm endeavors to ſerye 
„ me I have profited by, in an ample manner, 1 


« wiſh to expreſs my kindeſt thanks; and to thoſe 


40 gentlemen, to whoſe abilities the proſperity of my 


« cauſe 1 is much indebted, 1 wiſh to declare my full 


93 acknoWe : 


holder of Leiceſterſhire is ſo eminently diſtin- 
„ puiſhed; and which is not only his inheritance 

© but his glory. Be aſſured I wil follow fo fair an 
7.66 example ; and integrity and — non | 
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t acknowledgment, as "wy as my invariable os 


opinion. 

<« T cannot conclude this addreſs, without offer- 
te ing my warmeſt wiſhes, that the general diſquie- 
© tude and diſſonance of opinion, ſo deſtructive tb 
6 ſocial intercourſe, may ſpeedily ſubſide in the 


© county of Leiceſter ; and that my friends and ny 
© foes may with temper reflect, that the diſpute of 


« a few days ſhould not poiſon the ſources of foci- 


C ety for years, T am, Gentlemen, 


cc Vour faithful and obedient ſervant, 
6 Liicefter, . 


« e 27,775. * ” J. p. HUN GE REORD | 


Thune laſt paragraph in Mr. Hungerford's addreſs is 
exceedingly pleaſing: pleaſing, as being animated 
with the warm and affecting ſpirit of candor ang 


goodnature. What pity it is, that the reſt ſhould be 


ſo different To talk of Flattery, urgent Importunity, 
Menaces,— how ridiculous ! As if the Flattery, In- 
portunity, and Menaces, whatever they were, were 
not preciſely the ſame on both ſides. This is a kind 
of trite hackneyed language, which may in ſome 
meaſure be neceſſary to keep up the appearance of a 
fight, and eſpecially (as in the preſent caſe) where 
through poverty of invention there is a dearth of ma- 
| terials; but becomes diſguſting and intolerable, 
when the war is over, and men have ſubſided as It 


were into the calmneſs of their * characters. 1 


| There 


2 bo 1 
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There are other aeular i in Mr. Hungerford's | 


3 addreſs, which 1 think ſhew it to have been not quite 


ſo well weighed, as it ought to have been. Are not 
the feelings of delicacy ſomewhat diſconcerted, when 
we ſee Mr. Hungerford congratulating his conſtitu- 
ents, as he does in the beginning of it, becauſe they 


have ſucceeded in the choice of ſuch a Repreſenta- 
tive as himſelf? Are we not hurt yet a little more, 
| when he tells them, that on account of this their 
choice he © wiſhes to declare his full acknowledge- 
„ ment, as well as his invariable good opinion.” 
Invariable good opinion! why, this is gracious indeed: 
it is more than gracious ; it is even royal, and might 

| have deſcended with propriety from the throne upon 
the ſubject. Mr. Hungerford's friends have doubt- 
leſs reaſon to congratulate one another: but how _ 

ſh forlorn muſt be the ſtate of Mr. Pochin's adherents, 9 
ö who have no ſhare in this invariable good opinion. 

It has been debated problematically in my hearing 
more than once, how Mr. Pochin, a gentleman well 
and liberally educated, of ancient family in the 
county where he reſides, of large and unembarraſſed 


fortune, and of the cleareſt integrity and honour, 


could poſſibly loſe an election to Mr. Hungerford, 


who, though a very worthy and reſpectable perſon, 
yet 


_ affirmed it to have been Joſt by pure dint of Law : 
but a third party inſiſted, that the True Old Intereſt 


1 0 had carried it by their own proper energy, or (as he 
n himſelf) by mere weight of metal. Do 
W 1 


Some ſought the cauſe in the different 
modes of canvaſing: others, and the far greater part, 
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4. Ws miſtake me, ſays the gentleman : I ul the 
e term with the military Engineers, and mean no 


© more than a greater momentum. A Partiſan of 


«© the True Old Intereſt, though of preciſely the 5 
* ſame dimenſions with one of the General Intereſt, _ 


de ſhall yet be conſiderably heavier: a cubic inch 


the latter. The reaſon is, that the contexture of 
„ the one is cloſer and denſer, than that of the 


c other; on which account it comprehends in a 


cc given ſpace more matter, and (what is an una- 


_ ©. voidable conſequence) leſs of that ætherial ſpirit, 
„ which Lord Bolingbroke ſpeaks of in his Patriot 

= King : as, on the other hand, this ætberial ſpirit, 

„ where it predominates, muſt needs detract from 
„ that maſſiveneſs and ponderoſity of brain, which 

©: conſtitutes the weight of metal, ſpoken of above.“ 
This ſolution was ſo exceedingly clear and ſatisfac- 
tory, that no body — any farther explanation Y 


of the matter. 


|  * Before I cloſe this narrative, it may not t be im- FP 
proper to mention, that there hath lately been at 
| Leiceſter another election among the boys, which 1 
think may be called an election in miniature. All 
the old ſcenery hath been brought back to the ſtage, 


and the ceremonial punctually acted over again. 


But what doth it ſignify? The True Old Interefs 
| have prevailed a ſecond time; and their adverſaries, 
as the news-writer ſays, were as much chagrined 


with this latter defeat, as they were with the former. 


—And well they might: what ! is it not enough to 


* of brain in the former ſhall weigh nearly as much _ 
& again, as a cubic inch of the ſame ſubſtance in 


Bo 5 
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be killed once, but they Sud be ., FR again 2 % : 


25 they come fo ſeldom ſingle ? — But rouſe yourſelves, " 
my merry men all, and let not your noble courage 
even yet be caſt down : : 


met ani 0, e enger timaroiy q 8 
Alittite. Forſan et bac olim menuiiſſe juvabit, FE * 1 
Per varios caſus, per tet diſcrimi na rerum, 5 
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is it not a grievous aggravation of misfortunes, hat 4 
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